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NNO Huge Success in Corcoran

Photographs by: from top left,
clockwise: 34XX Longfellow by Eric
Gustafson, 34XX LongfellowJim
Walsh, 35XX and 22nd/2 st Ave by
Dustin Denison, 32XX Longfellow

by Bob Milner and 31XX Longfellow
water fight by Jeff Blanch. Thanks for
sharing your photos!

NNO Fun Facts:

» There were 1,154 events registered in
Minneapolis — a national record.

» Corcoran had 17 registered events
covering many more blocks than that.

* More than 50,000 people were
expected to participate in Mpls (until
everyone reports it’s difficult to actually
determine how many actually came out).
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ould you like to design and create
art that our whole community can
enjoy? Would you like to work on

a team with an experienced professional artist
and teacher, or just meet some interesting new
people? Contribute to the creation of one of
the eight (8) new mural installations underway
in the Corcoran neighborhood! Everyone is
invited and no experience is necessary.

On August 21 and 22, we painted mural #1
on Karen’s garage at 3311 20th Ave S, after
beginging the design at an August 14 meeting
of twelve people. Watch the Neighborhood
Advocate e-mail newsletter for details on
the next design or painting activity. To get
involved, learn more, or request a mural on
your garage or building, contact Eric at CNO at
612-724-7457 or
eric@corcoranneighborhood.org.

By Eric Gustafson, CNO staff

Muralist Elise Kyllo will be leading painting
and design activities. A long-time volunteer
at In the Heart of the Beast Theater and its
May Day Parade, Elise brings over eight years
experience working with young people to
the project. In 2006, she led the efforts of 40
neighbors to mural the 34th and Cedar Shell
gas station.

The project aims to demonstrate to participants
and neighbors the transformative power of art,
and to replace destructive behavior such as
graffiti vandalism with authentic expressions
of identity. Support is provided by the
Metropolitan Regional Arts Council (MRAC)
through an appropriation by the Minnesota
Legislature. Paint is supplied by the Valspar
Foundation.

month, you missed:

The chance to design and paint a mural.

The chance to paint a second mural! (see
article on this page)

Kickoff of Living Green Block Talks, with a
compost workshop (see article on page 3)

Chance for $50 toward your own home
compost system

Chance to win a free compost bin ($100
value)

Colorful images of neighborhood happenings

A weekly look at the Corcoran neighborhood
calendar

In an active neighborhood like ours, it’s
impossible to announce every happening
through a monthly newspaper. Check out
the Neighborhood Advocate, which offers
a handful of succinct announcements. Each
issue lets you unsubscribe if you choose.
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Pedestrian Improvements Come to Hiawatha/Lake

bridge along Lake Street, you know there’s

room for improvement. This major traffic
interchange can be as confusing for drivers as it
is for pedestrians.

If you’ve ever walked under the Hiawatha

But as you’ll see today, new concrete is being
poured and the shape of the roadways and

walkways are changing. Enlarged pedestrian
“islands” are being created to enhance
pedestrian safety—the walking distance across
each lane of traffic will become much shorter.
These triangular concrete islands—sometimes
called “pork chops” by engineers—will also
help to direct and calm cars coming to Lake

Block Clubs

Reduce

Crimel

prevention have a crime rate that is 40% lower than equivalent communities that do not take

Communities where residents watch out for one another and take active steps in crime

such measures. (Sampson, Raudenbush & Earls study in Chicago, 1999)

Keep Your Block
Club Going After
National Night Out

By Eric Gustafson, CNO staff

ere you one of the 50,000
Minneapolis residents who took part
in National Night Out on August 7?

The strengthened connections you made with
neighbors will make your block a friendlier
place to live, and stronger against crime.

Some blocks may not meet again until the next
National Night Out on August 5, 2008. Why
wait? Many block clubs meet periodically to
discuss concerns, to share food, and to make
sure neighbors look out for one another every
day of the year.

“We update our phone list at each meeting,”
says Gerry Tyrrell, a leader from the 3200 block
of Longfellow Avenue. “This way, we can reach
each other quickly if an issue comes up. It’s
also a good excuse to knock on doors of new
neighbors and make sure they feel welcomed
and connected to the community.”

Need help getting organized on your block
or in your apartment building? Contact Eric
Gustafson (CNO Organizer, eric(@corcora
nneighborhood.org) or Tina Tavera (Latino
Organizer, tina.tavera@gmail.com) at CNO at
612-724-7457.

“Living Green” -- A
Great Reason for a
Block Gathering

By Eric Gustafson, CNO staff

new neighborhood project called
Living Green Block Talks will reward
our block for getting together, and for
helping the environment. What simple things
does your household do to conserve energy or
reduce waste around the home?

Get your block together to discuss these
topics, and we’ll help you and your neighbors
implement these green ideas at home with small
mini grants ($50 to $100, depending on the
item) and other “Green Rewards.”

Great examples include high efficiency light
bulbs, planting shade trees, or avoiding car trips
by walking or biking. These little actions add
up to reduce the greenhouse gas emissions that
cause global warming.

Contact me today with your questions and
ideas for a Block Talk, at
eric@corcoranneighborhood.org or
612-724-7457.

Living Green Block Talks kicked off on August
11 with a demonstration on Composting — an
easy way to make your garden flourish and
reduce waste by composting kitchen scraps.
Corcoran attendees were offered $50 toward
their own home compost system. Kids painted
an educational mural about composting on
Kathie’s garage on the 2200 block of East 31
Street.

Living Green Block Talks is a project of the
Corcoran Neighborhood Organization (CNO)
and Alliance for Sustainability with support
from the City of Minneapolis and the Solid
Waste Management Coordinating Board.

Lighten your footprint on the planet and lower
your bills! The Neighborhood Advocate, CNO’s
e-mail newsletter, will announce upcoming
events. Sign up at
www.corcoranneighborhood.org.

By Eric Gustafson, CNO Staff

Street from Hiawatha in either direction.

Other promised improvements include
enhanced lighting and crosswalk markings, and
making space for future public art installations.

The improvements are a project of Hennepin
County with help from local consultants.

Dear Neighbors,

e’re inviting your block club to
host a Minnesota Energy Challenge
Block party this fall — a fun way for

neighbors to learn ways to save $500+ a year on
their energy bills. The first 50 blocks that sign
up will receive free compact fluorescent (CFL)
light bulbs to give to participants.

What you do:

Bring neighbors together to discuss ways
to save energy with heating, lighting and
transportation.

Neighbors pledge the actions they will take on
line at www.mnenergychallenge.org and/or with
a short survey. Block members will sign up as
part of your block’s team.

Celebrate your block’s total energy and cost
savings under “block clubs” at www.mnenergyc
hallenge.org

What we provide:

Block Party kit with door hanging flyers,
Energy Challenge information and sign up
forms.

The first 50 block clubs that register will
receive 20 free compact fluorescent light bulbs
to give to participants.

Energy auditors are available to do an in-home
energy audit as part of block events (for 10
block clubs.)

The top blocks in the city will receive prizes &
recognition.

To sign up, contact Sean Gosiewski, Alliance
for Sustainability, 612-331-1099.
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Swing Into the Market!

he Midtown Farmers’ Market has lots
of great stuff available and the selection
continues to unfold as fall approaches.

The fresh flowers are one of my favorite things
to stop and admire — Nature is so amazing.

I have recently been purchasing meat and eggs
at the market and if you are not familiar with
the differences between grain fed and grazing,
it is something to check out. As I understand
it, the animals which graze are not digesting
residual traces of herbicides and pesticides
which may have been applied to the grain
crop. The traces of these chemicals can then be
found in the food we derive from the animals.
As I understand it, it is better for us and for the
environment when animals are allowed to roam
freely and graze naturally, and then their meat
and eggs taste better, too- try it for yourself to
see!

Shopping the Market for fresh produce can

definitely save you money compared to the
larger grocery stores — things like peppers and
beans are less expensive and fresher too. But
shopping at the Market has other economic
benefits beyond our pocket book. Supporting
our local farmers directly, especially with the
dry weather they have had to deal with, puts
money right back into our local economy.
Buying from a grocer also supports our local
economy of course. They employ hundreds of
people locally, but shopping the market puts
the money where your mouth is — so to speak.
Other things I contemplate when thinking about
Market v. Grocery are the warehouses of food,
the trucking/shipping, refrigeration and the
spoilage. These activities all contribute to our
cost — whether financial or ecological.

The Market is more than an outdoor grocer.
With fresh coffee or juice and snacks, live
music and artists goods, it is a great place to

By Eric Lindberg, CNN Writer

people watch. I think of places like the market
as samplings of the greater community and it

is true here. Seeing the diversity which comes
forth gives me a sense of pride in this city. We
are fortunate to have such a wide spectrum of
ethnic backgrounds and it is easy to think it is
the same elsewhere — but it is not. Some cities
in the country are still very segregated. As I
get older, and have watched my parents’ age,

I see how the lack of exposure to people who
are different slowly turns into a fear of those
differences. My fear is that I could follow in
those footsteps without noticing. Once the fear
has taken hold, it can be very hard to shake it
loose. I am not saying we don’t have room for
improvement, but by living and working side by
side, it becomes easier to see how much alike
we are, and also appreciate how we each are
unique.

Come and enjoy the
Midtown Farmer's
Market with it s
plentiful produce and
activities! Photos by
Market Staff
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Qur common issues.

KCNO@S Mission Statement: We, the \
Corcoran residents, in all our diversity, will
strive to strengthen and protect the unique
character, livability, and social fabric of our
neighborhood. We will endeavor to encour-
age and empower all residents, businesses
and property owners to unite in addressing

ﬁ_a Misi-n: Nosotros, los residentes

de Corcoran, en toda nuestra diversidad,
procuramos reforzar y proteger el car8cter
Yinico, vida llevadera, y la tela social de
nuestro vecindario. Nosotros procuraremos
alentar y habilitar a todos los residentes, ne-
gocios y duefos de propiedades para unirlos,
Qablando de nuestras cuestiones comunesy

Minneapolis offers
rewards for grafyti arrests

Reward program is just one way City ofycials are working to make grafyti disappear

inneapolis announced
M the start of a new reward

program to encourage
people to call 911 if they see
grafyti vandals in action. A caller
whose information leads to an
arrest and conviction can receive
an award of up to $500.

Grafyti diminishes the livability
of our neighborhoods and is a
public safety problem because
it gives the impression crime
is tolerated in an area. Anyone
who sees grafyti on a home or
business should call 311 to report
it, which is the yrst step toward
having it cleaned up or painted
over. But if you see a grafyti
vandal in action, a call to 911 will
allow police to respond and may
lead to a reward if an arrest is

made.

The reward program is one
component of the Cityis

effort to wipe out grafyti in
Minneapolis in partnership

with residents, businesses,

and other organizations. Clear
Channel Communications

has donated time on its

two electronic billboards in
Minneapolis to advertise the
reward program. The Minnesota
Paint Council, which represents
paint manufacturers, has made
a donation to jump start the
reward fund. Donations to the
fund will also be accepted from
any residents, businesses, or
groups that want to help in the
effort to stop grafyti vandals.

For more information on the

CNO E-Board

reward program, or to ynd out
how to contribute to the fund,
visit www.anti-grafyti.org.

The City is also enhancing its
anti-grafyti work by beginning
enforcement on a new ordinance
this summer. The ordinance
requires stores that sell aerosol
paint and wide-tipped markers
to display them in a place that
can be continually monitored
by store employees, or to keep
them in areas that are not
accessible to customers. The
Minneapolis Department of
Regulatory Services has been
working closely with retailers,
providing them with educational
materials and in-store signs, plus
information on how they can
further help with the anti-grafyti

Minutes 8/1/07

effort.

As part of the new ordinance,
Minneapolis will begin conducting
compliance checks at stores,
similar to ones that are used to
pinpoint illegal sales of alcohol
or tobacco to minors. The extra
enforcement is being paid for in
part by a grant from the National
Council to Prevent Delinquency.
Violations can bring ynes of up to
$200.

For more information on

how Minneapolis is working
to get rid of grafyti, visit
www.ci.minneapolis.mn.us/
grafyti. The Cityis Web site also
makes it easy to report grafyti by
ylling out a simple online form.

Information from the City of
Minneapolis.

Attendees: Amy Arcand, Jessica Ward-Denison,
Heather Grazzini, Joe Kurr, Kath Lenk, Gwen
McMahon, Michael Rohrer, Kevin Reuther, Gerry
Tyrrell, Billy Weber

Meeting was called to order by the Chair.

The meeting was abbreviated to one hour and was
held at the home of Gwen McMahon and followed
by the annual board picnic for staff, board members,
and their families.

Motion: Approval of the July E-Board minutes.
Made by Gwen, second by Heather, motion carried
unanimously.

Midtown Farmers Market discussion

Joanna Stone has resigned as the market manger.
She will stay through the current season and assist
this Fall with the transition to the next manager.
The Executive Committee in the capacity of the
personnel committee has met with Amy to discuss
next steps for the hiring of a replacement for
Joanna. It was noted that given that the Market is
wrapping up its 5™ season, Joanna’s departure is an
opportunity for the market to reassess its personnel
needs which potentially include marketing,
publicity, vendor relations, volunteer management,
and grant writing.

Billy noted that in a larger context the planning
being requested of the Market Committee is a
continuation of the board’s discussion (started
carlier this summer) regarding oversight and
governance of CNO committees. All committees
are being asked to create policies as part of their
goal setting in the coming months. The resignation
of Joanna underscores the need for such policy

to ensure easy and timely succession of staff and
volunteers and accelerates the timetable for the
market committee. It was noted by several board
members that the market committee should be
empowered to do this work rather then have the
CNO Board step in and dictate what the market

policies would be.

Jessica Ward-Denison (Chair) presented an outline
of work to be done by committees in general and
the market in specific. The key points presented for
all committees are the following; (1) A governance
structure and clearly defined job descriptions

for chair, vice-chair, secretary and treasurer that
includes an accountability structure. (2) Structure
for sub-committees and task forces to work

on specific issues as needed. (3) Definitions of
committee and staff needs, expectations, and goals.
Items Specific to Midtown Farmers Market
Advisory Committee are (1) to work with market
manager and executive director to create a job
description for the hiring market manager and
timeline. (2) Develop a sustainability plan for the
market. (3) Articulate a timeline for planning and
manager hire

Gwen reminded the board that all committee
structures must adhere to the bi-laws of CNO. It was
noted by Billy that the Board is responsible for the
fiscal health of the organization as a whole including
the market.

Kevin suggested that several board members go

to the next market advisory meeting to present

and discuss the request for policy and brief the
committee on the process for the hiring of the

next market manager. The executive committee

was already planning on visiting the committee—
Jessica, Billy and Mike will attend.

Housing Motions

The following motions were passed on a consent
agenda by the Board as forwarded by the Housing
Committee.

MOTION: The Housing Committee supports the
proposed action by CPED to offer by direct sale at a
nominal price the non-buildable, 15 foot wide parcel
at 1847 E. 31st St. — a vacant, tax-forfeited parcel

— to both adjacent property owners on E. 31 Street.

MOTION: In support of CNO’s new “Block Talks”
project, which aims to foster citizen involvement

in environment, waste reduction, and energy
conservation activities, the Housing Committee will
allocate its NRP Curb Appeal dollars to the project
as follows: $1500 in 2007 and $1500 in 2008.
MOTION: The Committees support the Good
Neighbor Agreement as presented by developers

of the Midtown Eco Energy Biomass Facility,

and nominate Gwen McMahon to be Corcoran’s
representative on its citizen Advisory Committee.
MOTION: The Committees nominate Karl
Stoerzinger to be Corcoran’s new representative on
the board of the Midtown Greenway Coalition.
Made by Kevin, second by Gerry, motion carried
unanimously.

Review of Financials

Review of June financials found them in order.

The board commented on the ease of understanding
the financials due to the new system.

Russ Henry Resignation

Russ Henry has resigned from the board due to a
move out of the neighborhood. He is willing and the
board agreed that he should continue to report to the
CNO Board on the Restorative Justice program.
Motion: Motion to adjourn.

Made by Kath, second by Kevin, motion carried
unanimously.
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Bienvenida Tina!

( jNO is welcoming our new staff
member as part of the Latinos En
Accion program. “Tina” Maria

Tavera is filling the role doing outreach

and organizing in the Latino Community

in Corcoran, Powderhorn, and Longfellow

neighborhoods. Tina jumped right in translating

National Night Out flyers to be able to connect

block club leaders with the Latino neighbors.

Tina earned a masters

By Sue Redmond, CNN Writer

Longfellow Community Council (LCC),
Powderhorn Park Neighborhood Association
(PPNA), and the Resource Center of the
Americas (RCTA). The purpose of the project
is to build cohesive and inclusive communities
by conducting outreach to Latino businesses
and residents. This includes identifying and
empowering community members to address
issues that impact the Latino community

and connecting

degree in public affairs
from the University

of Minnesota’s
Humphrey Institute
where she found the
Latinos En Accién

job posting. This job

is a good fit for Tina
as she has experience
making connections

and linking the
Latino community
to non-Latino
communities. Some
of the areas Tina
plans to work on are
housing, crime, and
health. Tina sees her
role as a community
liaison to provide
outreach, connecting

with Spanish speaking
families. She was
already was using her bilingual skills to
provide support in the Latino community

for many years and lives in the Powderhorn
neighborhood with her husband and two kids.

Tina is an Archibald Bush Leadership Fellow
and she studied Leadership Arts. She is an artist
and founded Mira Gallery at the Instituto de
Cultura y Educacion. She also serves on the
Minnesota Artists Exhibition Panel (MAEP)
selecting local artists’ work for the Minneapolis
Institute of Arts and has organized exhibitions
by Latino artists. Tina also worked for 10 years
with TRIO programs to help low income, first-
generation, college-bound students.

As noted in the Advocate on the CNO
website on July 31, 2007, Latinos En Accién
is a program of the Corcoran Neighborhood
Organization (CNO) in partnership with

Housing Committee
Takes on Vacant and
Foreclosed Homes

the Latino
community to resources and organizing and
communicating about events. Tina was active
in the tail end of organizing La Feria Latino
Health Fair at the Midtown Farmer’s Market on
August 11, 2007.

The community organizer position is funded
by the McKnight Foundation and Payne Lake
Community Partners. Payne-Lake Community
Partners (PLCP) is a community development
initiative created to revitalize and invest in
two Twin Cities commercial corridors and
the surrounding neighborhoods - Lake Street
and the Payne-Arcade and Phalen Corridor of
St. Paul. The goal is to promote an integrated
approach to community development
that builds mixed income, multi-cultural
communities that work.

Photo By Eric Gustafson, CNO Staff

Movies In the Park
1T 2007 Grand Finale

By Mary Buhr, CNN Writer

seventy-five people gathered to watch

Teenage Mutant Ninja Turtles at Corcoran
Park on Wednesday, August 8", as the CNO
Events Committee and park staff presented
another great opportunity for neighbors and
families to enjoy an evening together.

It was indeed grand to see a crowd of over

The slightly overcast weather along with the
gradually decreasing daylight as each day
passes allowed for an early start to the movie
at about 8:30pm. Throughout the event, snacks
and beverages were available; nachos were
definitely a hot seller.

Corcoran Park director, Peter Jaeger , was
clearly pleased with the turnout at Movies in
the Park throughout the summer. The event
required less of the park staft’s energy to host
than many other events, and the turnout was
exceptional each month.

While everyone who has participated in this
event hopes for a repeat of the program next
summer, Peter is in hopes that the event will
expand beyond the three month program this
year. The reception for Movies in the Park
throughout the city has been positive, so we
would certainly anticipate seeing more to come
in the future.

Kudos to the park staff, CNO Events
Committee, and Minneapolis Park Board for
working so well together to bring Movies in the
Park to our very own Corcoran Park!

For more details, call Corcoran Park at
612-370-4919.

Prostitution Update from the 3" Precinct

rostitution is a top crime and
By Eric Gustafson, CNO Staff P safety issue that we are working to

re you concerned about a vacant or
Aforeclosed house on your block? If so,

you should check out the next monthly
meeting of Corcoran’s Housing Committee,
which recently began focused efforts toward
distressed housing in our neighborhood.
Working with our council member and other
partners at the City level, we’ll continue to
monitor and pursue solutions to boarded,
vacant, distressed, and overfinanced properties.
This citizen committee has resolved to help
prevent demolitions in our neighborhood, to
provide resources to homeowners in need, and
to attract prospective home buyers who wish to
live in the Corcoran neighborhood.

The Housing Committee currently meets
together with the Land Use & Transportation
Commmitte on the third Monday of every
month. Meeting time is 6:00 pm at the CNO
office.

address with the help of neighbors
and our many safety partners. There are
many new efforts in place.

The 3" Precinctis Community Response
Team (CRT) has made more than 275
prostitution-related arrests this year alone,
hundreds more than any other precinct.

Hennepin County has, starting in 2007,
funded a probation ofycer dedicated to
working with prostitution offenders. The
city attorney assigned to the 3 Precinct,
Paula Kruchowski, is now detailed to work
primarily on prostitution cases, ensuring
that there is strong collaboration between
police, prosecutors, and the courts and
offenders receive consistent sentences for
their crimes.

What can you do to help?

-Organize your neighbors to call 911
with as many details as possible about
prostitution-related activity that you and

your neighbors witness.

-Take down fijohno license plate numbers
and contact your crime prevention
specialist (CPS) to send the vehicle owner
a fiDear Johno letter.

-Let the police and your CPS know if you
see familiar faces of chronic offenders

T police and probation ofycers may know
of existing warrants or be able to enforce
figeographic restrictionso prohibiting
certain offenders from being in our
neighborhoods.

-Help the police identify problem
addresses, where you believe illegal
activity is happening, and vacant homes
that are open to trespass. By working
together, we can send the strong message
that pimps, johns, and prostitution are

not welcome in our neighborhoods. Your
ideas on how we can best work with the
community are always appreciated.

Information from the 3rd Precinct.
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Community Calendar

See whatfs going on in our community this monthé ~ Aurts, entertainment, education, meetings, & more!

Every Tuesday: Midtown Farmeris
Market. 3:30pm to 7:30pm located in the Anishinabe
Academy parking lot on 22" Avenue & Lake Street.
For more information, visit www.midtownfarmersma
rket.org.

Every Satu rday: Midtown Farmeris
Market. 8:00am to 1:00pm located in the Anishinabe
Academy parking lot on 22" Avenue & Lake Street.
For more information, visit www.midtownfarmersma
rket.org.

Every Sunday: Corcoran Knitters &
Stitchers. Noon to 3pm at Fire Roast Mountain
Caf® at 3619 E. 38" Street. Hosted by Susan Hensel
welcoming all knitters, crocheters, menders and
kibitzers. Old faces and new are all welcome.

Every Week: Storytimes sponsored by
East Lake Library. Mondays, 7pm - Teen Puppet
Theater; Tuesdays, 10:15am & Toddler Story Time,
11:00am 9 Preschool Story Time; Wednesdays, 7:
00pm & Family Story Time; 11:00am at the Midtown
Farmeris Market on 22™ Avenue & Lake Street. For
more information, contact Anne Pederson, Youth
Services Librarian, at 612-630-6553 or via email at
acpederson@mplib.org.

AUgUSt 27th: 34 Precinct Advisory Council
Meeting. 6:30pm at 3000 Minnehaha Ave. S.
Everyone is invited to attend this monthly meeting of
citizens of the 3" Precinct. Occurs fourth Monday of
every month.

AUgUSt 29" Events Committee Meeting.
6pm at CNO. The Events Committee needs help
planning, organizing, and running this yearts Corcoran
Book Sale. Book donations are needed and can be

dropped off at CNO.

September 5t cNO Executive Board
Committee Meeting. 6:00pm at CNO.

September 7" d October 315 A
Catalog of Lovely Things. Exhibition at the Susan
Hensel Gallery, 3441 Cedar Ave.S. Work by Alicia
Bailey and Melinda Laz with opening reception on
September 7" from 5pm to 9pm.

September 10™: Newspaper committee
Meeting. 6:30pm at CNO. A volunteer team edits
The Corcoran News. No experience necessary,
everyoneis welcome.

September 12™: Midtown Farmeris
Market Advisory Committee Meeting. 6:30pm at

CNO.

September 12™: senior Book Club. 10:
30am to 11:30am at the East Lake Library. This
month they will be reading Life of Pi by Yann Martel.
This is the story of a shipwreck, a boy, a 450 pound
Bengali tiger, and survival at sea for 227 days. At the
end of the story you will have to decide which story is
the true one.

September 13" corcoran Park
Pioneers. 2:30pm to 5:00pm at Corcoran Park.
Join the Neighborhood Seniors Group for monthly
entertainment, dinner and good conversation.
Activities may include videos, crafts and games and
there is always a potluck style dinner. Call Corcoran
Park 612-370-4919 for more details. The Pioneers
meet every second Thursday of the month.

September 17": cNo Land use &

Transportation / Housing Committee Meeting.

6:00pm at CNO.

September 19™: cNo Events and
Fundraising Committee Meeting. 6:00pm at CNO

September 19™: community Potluck.
6:30pm to 8:30pm at Corcoran Park. An informal
potluck and gathering to share ideas community
building activities in the Corcoran neighborhood.
Meets 3" Wednesday of each month. Please bring
food to share.

September 20" d September

22nd: Household Hazardous Waste Collection.
9:00am to 4:00pm at the City of Minneapolis

Public Works Snelling Avenue Garage, 3607 E. 44"

St. For more information, call Hennepin County
Environmental Services at 612-348-377 or visit
www.hennepin.us.

September 241 3 precinct Advisory
Committee Meeting. 6:30pm at the 3" precinct
station, 3000 Minnehaha Avenue South. Meets the
4" Monday of each month. 3PAC contact: Karen
Notsch at 612-673-2856.

September 26™: Artists Unite! 7pm at the
Susan Hensel Gallery, 3441 Cedar Ave. S. Artists from
all over South Minneapolis get together for food, fun
and conversation. It is social networking at its best.
We share tools, jokes, artwork, complaints and kudos.

Oustanding Community Member:

Dr. Claudia

ear Newspapers,
I would like to take a moment
to inform your paper about an

outstanding community member. Claudia
Windal is the owner of The Way of the People,
which is an alternative funeral home service
located in South Minneapolis that provides
services to low income families. I believe that
Ms. Windal is an exceptional individual who
has contributed her passion and enthusiasm to
families in need. I intend to work with small
business owners and the community to ensure
that individuals in our district have access

to services provided in the community. I
support the efforts of Claudia Windal and
have encouraged her share her vision in a
written news release, which I have attached. 1
would like to encourage you to showcase the
exceptional work that she has done. I know
that she is an inspiration to businesses across
the state as well as to many members of the
community.

Sincerely,

Senator Patricia Torres Ray

The following was submitted by the Senator
and was written by Dr. Windal.

Windal

“Families without the ability to pay the rising
costs of funeral services have an alternative
funeral home now,” says Claudia Windal, the
owner and licensed funeral director of THE
WAY OF THE PEOPLE (Oyate Tawicohan)
Funeral Services located in the Nokomis
neighborhood of South Minneapolis. Dr.
Windal continued by saying that, “traditional
funeral homes find it difficult, if not impossible,
to work within the financial constraints of
county funeral funding.” THE WAY OF THE
PEOPLE Funeral Services is committed
to working on an individual by individual
basis and to offering choices of services and
merchandise to families of all financial means.
“If a family comes in wanting a $30,000
funeral, I can do that; I wouldn’t especially
like to have anyone spend that much, but if that
is the desire of the family, I will offer that to
them.” As a Lakota Indian, Dr. Windal is aware
of the poverty among many of her Native sisters
and brothers both on reservations and in urban
communities. She began the Indian Burial
Assistance Project in 2000 in response to a call
for help transferring a body from Chicago to
MN. This grew into providing transportation of

Submitted by Senator Patricia Torres Ray

remains out of state to a number of Wisconsin,
North and South Dakota, Nebraska, lowa
reservations. In order to respond to the high
cost of traditional funeral services, Windal
realized that she needed to become a licensed
funeral director and graduated from the U of
MN Mortuary Science Program in 2003. The
OYATE TAWICOHAN (Way of the People)
Funeral Home is located at 5032 34" Avenue
in South Minneapolis. The phone at the funeral
home is 612-724-5000 and is answered 24hours
a day. The funeral home provides all death care
services from the removal of the deceased to
the funeral home, preparation of the remains,
funeral arrangements and also works with a
local crematory for cremation services.

Dr. Windal has assisted the Tohono 0’Odam
Tribe of Arizona in opening their own funeral
home and she is in conversation with tribal
leaders from several other out of state Tribes in
bringing funeral services back to the people and
on the reservations.
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Growing Plants in Corcoran:
Why Do The Splits? A Question For A Tomato!

growing tomatoes, you may have noticed

splits in your tomatoes. It is very common
for tomatoes to split, I hope those splits look
nothing like the splits I do! The reason for these
ugly slights are heat and moisture stress. Too
much of either will cause ugly splits that look
like the one’s I do, you can’t imagine what they
look like, though they are harmless but ugly.

If you have ever grown tomatoes, are still

If you find tomatoes with large cracks around
the stems, this splitting is caused by moisture
stress, when the tomatoes becomes too plump
too quickly and literally burst through the skin.
Have you ever had this situation happen to you?
You go out and eat too much too quickly, and
guess what, you felt like a huge balloon that
was ready to explode!

Now, if these splits are going down from the
stem toward the bottom of the fruit, this is heat
stress. Heat stress occurs when there are long
periods of bright sunlight and temperatures
above 90 degrees. It’s too late for these type
of temps. I hope that is true! No more 90’s this
year please!

To help prevent splits from moisture or heat
stress, maintain even moisture and good
drainage for your plants. A thick layer of mulch
or compost will help regulate the moisture and
temperatures of the soil around your plants,
which will help relief splitting. You should

By Johnny Jones, Jr. Corcoran Resident

remove all ripe and nearly ripe tomatoes after
a heavy rain, before they have a chance to
split. The tomatoes that are near ripe can finish
ripening on your kitchen counter.

Remember the splits are cosmetic and won’t
affect the flavor of the tomatoes. They need
to be picked immediately to maintain that
great tomato flavor. The last comment about
picking your tomatoes (after they split): get
the tomatoes off immediately or they could get
invaded by insects or mold in the open cracks.

I hope this column helps you for the remainder
of this summer and next summer. Remember
constant soil temperatures for split-free
tomatoes.

Happy gardening and happy fall!

Johnny Jones, Jr. has a home-base business
selling bedding plants Reach him at
plantmaster345@aol.com or 612-724-4817.

Web tool makes It easier
than ever for people to
have a say In sentencing

esidents and business owners
R know how livability crimes affect
their neighborhoods. Now,
an Internet tool makes it possible for
them to share that information with the
courts, so the true impact of crime in our
neighborhoods can be taken into account
when sentencing an offender.

For the yrst time, the City of Minneapolis
has made it possible to give a community
impact statement online rather than in
person. By ylling out a short community
impact statement, people can tell the courts
how crimes really affect the livability of
their neighborhood. Prosecutors can then
present these statements to judges during
sentencing.

In addition to the online convenience,
the search tool makes it easier than ever
to search through the database of cases.
Residents can look up cases by offense,
alleged offender, street address or general
location of the offense.

You can get to the community
Impact statement Internet page by
going to the City Attorneyis Web site:
www.ci.minneapolis.mn.us/attorney .

Before the creation of this tool, people had
to go to one of the yve Minneapolis Police
Department precincts to yle community
impact statements. And even then, they did
not have the ability to browse cases like
they can now.

The online tool covers people charged
with livability offenses, such as trespassing,
consuming in public, disorderly conduct,
loitering with intent to buy or sell narcotics,
lurking and public urination. These offenses
can have a signiycant impact on people
who live and work in the area. By giving a
voice to these affected people, community
impact statements show the court that
these are not victimless crimes.

Corcoran Park

Building Hours

Monday 0 Friday 1 PM3d9PM
Saturdays 9 AMd 4 PM
Sundays CLOSED

Please call 612-370-4919 for more information or visit
www.minneapolisparks.org, and select Corcoran Park

from the Park & Lakes pnder.

Free
arsenic
screening
for

uninsured
kids

ree arsenic screening for uninsured
kids is now available at Smileyis

Clinic, 2020 E 28th St, thanks to a
grant from UCare Minnesota. To make an
appointment, parents should call 612-333-
0770.

Potential exposure to arsenic remains
a concern in the area of the south
Minneapolis near the CMC Heartland
site. Soil contamination from arsenic was
yrst discovered in 2001, and testing has
conyrmed over one hundred properties are
affected. According to the Environmental
Protection Agency, 61 properties have been
cleaned so far. The EPA is undergoing a
health risk assessment study to determine
how many properties will receive additional
cleanup. Results of the health risk
assessment and determination of the ynal
number of properties to be cleaned will be
known until the fall of 2007.

While clean up continues, children who
live and play in a contaminated area

can have more exposure than adults.
Preschool-age children are more likely to
be exposed because of their frequent hand
to mouth activity. In addition, dust from
contaminated soil can be tracked into the
house on shoes and can end up on indoor
surfaces and toys.

Information provided by the office of Council
Member Gary Schiff.
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Ofyce Space
for Rent

The Corcoran Neighborhood Organization
has a single ofyce available immediately in
their building for a non-proyt organization or
community service organization with a similar
mission.

Rent is $400/month
Included: utilities, use of kitchen,
common storage space and DSL hook-
up
Not included: phone, insurance,
cleaning

For more information, please contact Amy
Arcand at 612-724-7457

“Home Improvement Loans™

CEE Financial Resources
A division of the Center for Energy and Environment.

Serving the Corcoran Neighborhood Organization
for over 5 years and homeowners for over 20 years.
Great Rates - Great Service
Call (612) 335-5885 for more information.

A\ s

FREE MAINTENANCE
INSPECTION

Get your oil changed and receive a free
maintenance inspection (tires, fluids,
batteries, and brakes) if you bring in this
coupon.

Metropolis Construction

General Contractor - Bonded and Insured
MN License Number 20072698
2223 E 35th St, Ste 1  612-728-3817

Metropolis, a local construction and remodeling company
serving S. Minneapolis since 1991, is a ful service general
contractor specializing in older homes. Call us for an estimate
on your remodeling projects such as kitchens and baths, doors
and windows, wood siding, garages and additions, fences
and decks, general carpentry and drywall, porches, skylights,
attic and basement finishing, structural work.

HENRY W. ANDERSON
MORTUARY

3640 — 23rd Avenue South - 612-729-2331
FUNERAL AND CREMATION
SERVICES
PRE-ARRANGEMENTS

Over 75 years in the Corcoran area.
Family owned and operated for 3 genereations — Est. 1931

Jill Stefansen
612-821-7438, JILLS@kw.com
www.RealtorJill.com

JILL SELLS SOUTH MINNEAPOLIS!

PROVIDENCE PLACE

FORMERLY NILE HEALTH CARE CENTER

A 210 bed, not-for-profit, multi-specialty residence
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Register to receive CNO’s weekly free e-mail
newsletter, The Neighborhood Advocate, by
visiting www. corcoranneighborhood.org.

* up-to-date news & information

* neighborhood events

* volunteer opportunities
* receive about once a week

Each issue of The Neighborhood
Advocate allows you to end your
subscription if you choose.

TAX PREPARATION
David K. Hogan

Individual Income Tax
Seven days a week by appointment
Same Day Service!

(612) 729-3283
2216 E. 34th St., Minneapolis, MN 55407

Photocopy & Fax Service

As a community service, CNO offers
photocopy and fax service at the CNO office.
Photocopies:

10 cents per copy
Fax Service
Local: $1 yrst page, 50 cents each additional page
Out of area: $2.50 yrst page, $1 each add. page

Out of country: $6 yrst page, $3 each add. page

Sorry, No incoming faxes accepted.

Get the goods and services you need and support the Corcoran News at the same time!

Please support our advertisers.




