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Camp Fire club members meet regularly at Corcoran Park with their club leader to have 
fun while building important life skills like teamwork, leadership, and communication. 
This summer, club members had fun playing in a kickball tournament and creating art 
projects like animal masks.

Corcoran Rocks 
National Night Out
Despite a drought-ending deluge that dampened or 
delayed a few events, Minneapolis saw record-breaking 
turnouts for NNO block parties. Corcoran residents 
showed extraordinary enthusiasm, with nearly 80% 
participation by block. You can see from the map 
below which blocks participated in National Night 
Out this year (they are various shades of gray). 

Atrebla Early Learning Center, 
an academic child care center 
located at E. 35th Street and 

21st Avenue, plans to expand its building 
and programming. Director Alberta 
Smith explained, “We’re adding two new 
classrooms to accommodate 20 more 
toddlers and infants. We’ll now be able to 
care for 54 children aged 6 weeks to 12 
years.”
Atrebla’s building, 

originally built as a 
convenience store, 
features a dark brick 
façade below steep 
pitched shakes that 
meet a flat roof. Atrebla moved into the 
space in 2000, and has since expanded 
operations with a new location in north 
Minneapolis. The addition to its Corcoran 
facility will match the existing brick and 
feature ample glass on its north and west 
elevations.
The main entrance facing 35th Street 

will remain. The project will add a wing 
coming north from the east side of the 
front façade, creating an ‘L’-shaped plan 
that will reduce the existing parking lot. 
Smith says the parking area that will 

remain is ample for drop-offs and pick-ups 
by parents, and meets the city’s off-street 
requirements.
On August 10, CNO convened a 

community meeting to allow neighbors to 
learn more about the project and express 
any concerns. Smith and her architect 
were on hand. Attendance was minimal, 
and CNO staff heard no concerns about 
the project from neighbors or from the 

CNO Land Use 
and Transportation 
Committee. The 
project went before 
the City’s Planning 
Commission on 

August 14 and was approved. Smith 
expects the addition to be completed 
before winter.
Smith calls Atrebla’s services ‘high 

quality academic childcare,’ and notes 
they are in the process of becoming 
accredited. For more information about 
Atrebla Early Learning Center, contact 
Alberta Smith at (612) 724-0788, or visit 
www.atrebla.com.

Atrebla Day Care Plans 
Building and Program 
Expansion

By Eric Gustafson, CNO Staff

Register to receive CNO’s new e-mail 
newsletter, the Neighborhood Advocate, by 
visiting www.corcoranneighborhood.org. 
The Advocate will augment the information 
about neighborhood events and volunteer 
opportunities found each month in the Corcoran 
News, but in a timelier fashion. Subscribers 
will receive the newsletter as an e-mail, and 
publication will occur roughly once per week. 
Some articles that appear in the Advocate will 
also appear in the Corcoran 
News. Look for the symbol in 
this issue, which indicates that 
an article first appeared in the 
Neighborhood Advocate.  
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After considering 
substantial and passionate 
testimony at a public 

hearing on Wednesday, August 21, 
a committee of the City Council 
voted to require all spray paint sold 
in Minneapolis to be kept either 
behind a counter in employee 
control or under lock and key. 
The proposed new ordinance is 
aimed at curtailing a gang graffiti 
problem that has skyrocketed in 
recent years, representing the most 
frequent complaint by residents to 
the City according to 311 data.
The hearing occurred during a 

meeting of the Council’s Public 
Safety and Regulatory Services 
Committee. Speakers providing 
testimony included residents 
and neighborhood organizations 
frustrated with vandalism and gang 
activity, hardware store owners 
skeptical of the measure’s efficacy, 
and trade associations concerned 
about its burden on retailers. Eric 
Gustafson described Corcoran 

Neighborhood Organization’s 
graffiti prevention and abatement 
program, shared photos of 
vandalism in Corcoran, and 
talked about the negative impacts 
of graffiti on the perceptions of 
visitors and residents, including 
youth who are susceptible 
to the lure of gang activity. 
Representatives from East Phillips, 
Standish and Ericcson, and 
Powderhorn Park neighborhoods 
also testified. 
A gentleman who owns a paint 

store on Minnehaha Avenue 
expressed skepticism common 
among retailers present at the 
hearing: that offenders can easily 
procure spray paint without 
purchasing it, and also use 
alternative tools such as wide-
tipped markers. He noted that as 
a young man in the 1970s, he was 
involved in graffiti vandalism and 
easily found available spray paint 
in neighborhood garages left open. 
Council Member Gary Schiff, 

who introduced the “lock up” 
ordinance, spoke at length about 
the gang and graffiti problems in 
Minneapolis, and described the 
many policy measures recently 
put into place in search of a viable 
solution. “These measures share 
one thing in common,” Schiff said, 
“they haven’t worked. We need 
new solutions.” He acknowledged 
that locking up spray paint won’t 
be a cure-all, and that more work 
is necessary, but called the spray 
paint ordinance an important step. 
Council Members voted in favor 
of the proposed ordinance, which 
will be subject to a vote of the full 
Council before becoming law.
Also under consideration at the 

August 21 meeting was a proposed 
ordinance change that would limit 
pedestrian traffic in city alleyways 
to that of adjoining residents 
and public service agencies. The 
change was introduced by Council 
Member Robert Lilligren. Like the 
previous matter, the policy is aimed 

at curtailing criminal activity, 
especially graffiti vandalism. The 
PS&RS committee chose to make 
no recommendation on this matter 
at the meeting, but rather forward 
the proposed ordinance to the full 
Council for a vote.
Residents Continue to Help 

Abate Graffiti Swiftly
Crime Prevention Specialist 

Karen Skrivseth observes that gang 
activity and graffiti often spike this 
time of year – just before school 
starts – around area high schools 
such as South. “The gangs often 
use graffiti to send a recruitment 
message to kids heading back to 
class. Be watchful, and call 911 
if you observe illegal behavior 
in progress.” Watchful residents 
have been the key component 
in CNO’s anti-graffiti program, 
which continues to offer free paint 
and labor to property owners 
vandalized by graffiti.

Council Considers Two New Anti-
Graffiti Measures

By Eric Gustafson, CNO Staff

CORCORAN 
NEIGHBHORHOOD 

BOOKSALE!
Saturday, October 7th 10AM-2PM
Sunday, October 8th 12PM-4PM

Sale located at 3451 Cedar Ave. S.
Books of all varieties, Corcoran Cafe 

-Drinks rolls, and more available at the 
book sale!

Come and support Corcoran 
Neighborhood Organization!

Fall is coming and that means changes! A 
new school year is just beginning for some 
and about to begin for others, the night air 

is cooler, political ads abound on television and in 
yards, and the Vikings are set to test their new team. 
Things have been changing at CNN as well. This 

is my second issue as Editor of this newspaper. Our 
goal is to keep you informed about information 
that is important to our community. That includes 
not just Corcoran, but the areas around us as well. 
If there is anything that you feel has been missing, 
please let us know. We are here to keep you up to 
date with information. 
Last year CNN started publishing the paper using 

the computer instead of the old cut and paste 
method that had worked for so many years. 
We are keeping up with technology in another 

way to keep you up to date. CNO has a new 
publication via email called the Neighborhood 
Advocate. It comes out every week with the most 
recent information that you need to know. The 
two publications will share much of the same 
information with a goal of reaching a wider 
audience. That does not mean they will be the same 
by any means. Each will have some articles specific 
for that publication. Please go to our website at 
www.corcoranneighborhood.org to register for the 
newsletter. Please enjoy our sister publication!
You can also get back issues of CNN and the 

Neighborhood Advocate online at our website www
.corcaranneighborhood.org. 

Alexis Bell, CNN Editor
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Summer Beet Salad
5 medium beets
1/2 C walnuts
1/4 C orange juice
2 T rice vinegar
1/4 C olive oil
salt and pepper
chopped chives to taste
crumbled bleu cheese
Trim the green and tails off  the beets. Parboil 
beets till tender, about 15 minutes.
Toast the walnuts: cook on low heat in a cast iron 
pan or small frying pan, stirring often, for about 
5 minutes. Theyõre done when theyõre slightly 
browned and smell ônutty.õ Be careful not to burn 
them.
When beets have cooled, peel and chop into thin 
rounds.
Beat together orange juice, vinegar, oil, salt and 
pepper. Dress the beets conservatively.
Garnish with toasted walnuts, chives and bleu 
cheese.

Eggplant Sandwiches 
with White Bean 
Pesto
Eggplant:
3 medium Italian eggplants
peanut or other oil
salt
Chop eggplant into 1/2ó rounds. Brush each side 
with oil and sprinkle with salt.
Broil eggplant on high for 4 minutes per side.
While the eggplant is cooking, make the pesto:
Pesto:
2 C basil, parsley, arugula or a combination of  the 
three
1/4 C pine nuts or walnuts
3 T olive oil
1/2 C cooked baby limas, drained
the juice of  1/2 lemon
fresh mint to taste
salt and pepper to taste 
Process all ingredients till well-mixed. 
Serve eggplant and pesto in a pita or on toasted 
country bread.

Raspberry Triÿe
1 loaf  (10 oz.) frozen pound cake
1 1/2 cups whipping cream
3/4 cup sugar (divided)
2 pkg. (8 oz. each) cream cheese (softened)
1 1/2 tsp vanilla
2 1/2 cups raspberries, sprinkled with sugar 
to pull out the juices, OR 2 pkg (10 oz) frozen 
sweetened raspberries (thawed)
2 tsp. lemon juice
2 tblsp. baking cocoa
Slice cake into 18-20 slices, 1/2-inch thick. Set 
aside. Beat cream with 1/2 cup sugar to stiff  
peaks.
In another bowl beat cheese, lemon juice, vanilla 
and remaining sugar. Fold 2 cups whipped cream 
into cheese mixture, saving remaining whipped 
cream for the top. Drain raspberries, reserving 
juice. Line bottom of  bowl with 1/3 the cake. 
Drizzle with 1/3 raspberry juice. Spread with 
1/4 cream mixture and sift 1/4 cocoa over top. 
Sprinkle with 1/3 raspberries. Repeat layers twice.  
Top with remaining whipped cream. Cover the 
refrigerate 4 hours or overnight. Garnish with 
extra raspberries if  desired.

Market Recipes

Turn your Plastic into Wood at the Midtown Public Market! 
Shoppers can now purchase $1 and $5 wooden market tokens 
using Visa or MasterCard, and can spend them anywhere in 
the market, so shoppers donôt have to leave in search of an 
ATM. We also gladly accept EBT (food stamp) cards. Ask for 
more information at the market information table, or call 612-
724-7457.

On August 12, ñLa Feriaò brought over 2,000 people to 
the Midtown Public Market to enjoy great entertainment, 
fresh produce, and about 100 bilingual resource tables. 
You wonôt want to miss the Native American Day 
Celebration at the market on September 30.

A busy summer day at the Midtown Public Market!

What is happening at the Market?

On Saturday, July 22nd, the market hosted a 
ñParking Lot Art Galleryò where Art Car artists 
gathered to show off their incredible vehicles 
before the 2006 Art Car Parade.

What is summer without a few fresh, local 
veggies?!The market hosts a wide variety of volunteer 

musicians from the community. The band ñNice 
Drivewayò, pictured here, is a market shopper 
favorite.
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CNO E-Board Minutes 8/14/06

La Misi·n:  Nosotros, los residentes de 
Corcoran, en toda nuestra diversidad, procura-
mos reforzar y proteger el car§cter ¼nico, vida 
llevadera, y la tela social de nuestro vecindario.  
Nosotros procuraremos alentar y habilitar a todos 
los residentes,  negocios y due¶os de propie-
dades para unirlos, hablando de nuestras cues-
tiones comunes.  

CNOôs Mission Statement:  We, the Corco-
ran residents, in all our diversity, will strive to 
strengthenand protect the unique character, 
livability, and social fabric of our neighborhood.  
We will endeavor to encourage and empower 
all residents, businesses and property owners to 
unite in addressing our common issues.    

Attendees: Amy Arcand, Sue Duoos, Gwen 
McMahon, Kath Lenk, Kevin Reuther, Gerry 
Tyrrell, Billy Weber  
Due to the absence of Jessica Ward-Denison, Sue 
Duoos chaired the meeting.
Motion: Approval of the June E-Board minutes.
Made by Billy, second by Gwen, motion carried 
unanimously.
CEE Proposal
Amy brought forward to the board a proposal by 
CEE to contract with CNO for staff on their new 
Minneapolis Energy Challenge. The program will 
promote residential energy efficiency through 
neighborhood outreach. Outreach activities will 
be city wide, and may included energy fairs, 
workshops, and an effort to connect Minneapolitans 

with CEE services and financial incentives. The 
staffing request is for 20 hours/week of Eric 
Gustafson’s time through the end of the year, for 
which CNO will be compensated. Implications of 
Eric’s shift in duties include a decreased presence 
on committees, and a shift in his time allocation on 
other duties.
The CEE initiative supports CNO goals, 
sustainability and energy efficiency goals outlined 
by both the NRP Phase 2 planning and the Midtown 
Revival Plan. The board supports working with 
CEE on the project. The board will review the issue 
in December when the first phase of the project is 
nearing completion.
Lations en Acción Update
Amy briefed the board on recent changes to the 
Latinos en Acción project. Changes will be made 

to simplify the structure and management of the 
project to clarify goals and efforts. Longfellow 
Neighborhood will take over the management of 
the program, and staff will move from CNO to the 
Longfellow offices. Corcoran residents will continue 
to be served by the programs offered by the project. 
Motion: The August Quarterly Meeting should 
be held informally and in conjunction with 
National Night Out.
Made by Gerry, second by Gwen, motion carried 
unanimously.
Treasurer’s Report - Review of June financials 
found them in order. 
Motion: Motion to adjourn.
Made by Billy, second by Kevin, motion carried 
unanimously.

Donors to the Corcoran 
Neighborhood Organization 
May 16, 2006 ï August 15, 

2006
Thank you to all those who have helped Corcoran stay 

a tightly-knit and successful community.
Monetary Donations:

Kari Ahlstrand ǅ Amy & Jim Arcand ǅ Virginia Becker ǅ Bymore Supermercado ǅ Elsie 
Carlson & Sue Cronk ǅ Central Community Church ǅ Costco ǅ Cub Foods ǅ Annella 

Gibney ǅ Tiffany Hand ǅ Malinda W. Holte ǅ Norbert and Evelyn Kappes in memory 
of Pablo Gonzalez ♦ Lisa Kiesel ǅ La Poblanita ǅ Dorothy LaDue ǅ Gwen McMahon 
ǅ  Karyn Mickelson ǅ  Morelos Realty ǅ Mhamed & Martha Moulai ǅ Peace Coffee ǅ 

Rainbow Foods ǅ  Wells Fargo Foundation on behalf of The Minneapolis and Central 
Metro Market

In-kind Donations:
Alexis Bell-Fax/Scanner ǅ Mary Buhr-decorations ǅ Corcoran Park ǅ Quilombolas-

Music Performer ǅ RDM-Music Performer ǅ Kirk Roggensack-games ǅ Santosan-Music 
Performer ǅ Jessica Ward-Denison-supplies     

We are incredibly grateful for your ongoing support. If you do not see your name on 
the list, but have given during this time period, we are very sorry. Please let us know by 

calling 612-724-7457 and we can correct our records.
In addition, weôd like to thank the people who have contributed to Latinos en Accion and 
the Midtown Public Market. CNNôs quarterly donor list will only include donors who have 

speciýcally given to the Corcoran Neighborhood.

Sixteen residents and 
business owners of the 
33xx and 34xx blocks of 

Cedar Avenue met at CNO on 
July 26 to get better acquainted 
and discuss issues of common 
concern. The top concerns were 
chronic youth loitering and drug 
dealing around 34th and Cedar, 
which seem to have spiked this 
spring and summer. CNO’s 
Problem Properties Caucus has 
been actively addressing these 
problems for several months. 
Crime Prevention Specialist Karen 

Skrivseth described efforts to 
identify several youth and leverage 
the assistance of probation officers. 
While several of these individuals 
seem to have gone away, others 
have recently become familiar 
faces. City officials believe this 
may be indicative of a region-wide 
drug dealing operation.
Shell gas station manager Ali 

Jama was on hand, and introduced 
David Berrier, the security guard 
he hired to patrol the station 
grounds from 6 to 11 p.m, seven 
days a week. David described 

other security improvements 
planned at the station, including 
a security camera at each corner 
of the building and fencing that 
will prevent pedestrian access 
behind the building. Other business 
owners in attendance included 
Samuel Mulari, manager of 
Hayford Auto.
The discussion was positive, and 

one resident remarked, “I’m glad 
to get these concerns off my chest, 
and connect with neighbors who’ve 
been sharing my frustrations.” 
When each attendee was asked to 

offer one potential solution, five 
residents offered, “Using 9-1-1 and 
educating neighbors about 9-1-1.” 
Two property managers were in 
attendance and suggested working 
together to eliminate problem 
tenants from their buildings. 
Council Member Gary Schiff 
stated that a police camera may be 
worth looking into for 34th and 
Cedar.
The Cedar Avenue group 

has tentative plans 
to reconvene in mid-
September.

Cedar Avenue Residents and Business 
Owners Meet to Discuss Crime              by Eric Gustafson, CNO Staff

By all these lovely tokens
September days are here,
With summerõs best of weather
And autumnõs best of cheer.
-   Helen Hunt Jackson
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Construction continues on the new 
single-family house at 3028 19th Ave 
S. Of the three proposals solicited by 
the city in January -- all two storey 
houses -- the Housing Committee and 
19th Avenue neighbors considered this 
one the best architectural fit for the 
block, which is mostly comprised of 1-
1/2-storey bungalow-style homes. Local 
contractor D & J Steele is building the 
house for its future owner-occupant.

The ReUse Center’s 
New Location Offers 

Opportunities for Purchase, 
Donation, and Tax-Savings

The spacious new ReUse Center showroom just a block 
north of Lake Street accepts and sells donations of full 
kitchens, doors, windows, flooring, lighting, antique 
plumbing fixtures, millwork, lumber, and more. And 
when planning a remodeling project, be sure to consult 
their Deconstruction Services. This ‘construction in 
reverse’ process on a full kitchen, for example, can 
yield a tax deduction that nets the homeowner hundreds 
of dollars. The material donation gives items a second 
life, diverts them from the landfill, and creates a living 
wage job in our community. To learn more, visit 
www.thereusecenter.com.

Get Rid of It Guide, From A-to-Z
So your garage sale was a hit, but the house is still full clutter. 

These hot summer nights, a defunct vacuum cleaner haunts your 
dreams. Your high-end cassette deck works great, but doesn’t play 
MP3s. And the bread maker still bakes – as long as you hold a 
finger on the ‘start’ button. What’s to be done with this unwanted 
‘stuff?’
Someone took the haunted vacuum off your hands for parts, 

thanks to a free post on www.twincitiesfreemarket.org. But 
despite a compelling photo and an unbeatable price of $15 posted 
on www.minneapolis.craigslist.org, the tape deck got no bites.
Have you tried the A-to-Z Disposal Guide? Part of Hennepin 

County’s website, it’s a clearinghouse of answers to the questions 
posed by clutter. A great tool for all kinds of ‘garbage,’ the A-to-
Z Guide helps aim your junk to its healthiest end. To check out 
the Guide, visit www.co.hennepin.mn.us and do a keyword 
search for ‘A to Z guide.’

A World Market in 
Our Back Yard 

By Sue Redmond, Corcoran Resident 

Where can you go to eat and shop, finding 
goods from Scandinavia, the Middle and 
Far East, the Caribbean, the West Indies, 

Africa and Europe?  The Midtown Global Market on 
East Lake Street and Chicago Avenue is the place.  
Open from 7 a.m. to 8 p.m. daily since May 15, 
2006, the market offers an international flavor for 
living, eating and shopping in south Minneapolis.  
The old Sears building where we shopped and 
enjoyed Swedish fish candy when I was a little girl 
has been revived.  As you enter the market, there 
is a feeling of an outdoor market.  This once drab 
and crime-ridden area is now a vibrant, diverse 
community center.  The Midtown Exchange, which 
incorporates the entire site, is designed to create an 
atmosphere to deter crime.
The market is a one-stop shop to pick up meals 

and groceries – including organic and ethnic foods, 
bakery goods, flowers, and gifts.  There are a variety 
of sit-down eating spaces sprinkled throughout the 
market.  The foods hail from all over the world 
including Mexico, Jamaica, Nepal, Scandinavia, the 

Middle East, Italy, and Vietnam.  The businesses are 
locally owned, supporting our community.  
The market added outdoor vendors from the 

Midtown Farmers Market on Thursdays from 3:30 
-7:30 p.m. through September.  Above the market 
are 359 condominiums, lofts and apartments. 
A Hennepin County Service Center (and being 
rather undiscovered it’s not busy yet!) and 
Allina headquarters occupy the rest of the space.  
Next door is a Sheraton hotel and the MCTO 
transportation hub.  
The market has added a much needed boost to the 

south Minneapolis community.  It’s a great place to 
go when you can’t decide on exactly what you want 
to eat and to explore new foods from our diverse 
community. 
Visit these websites for more information: Midtown 

Exchange website
www.midtowncommunityworks.org/exchange
 and the Midtown Global Market website 
www.midtownglobalmarket.org

Neighborhood funds are still available 
to all Corcoran residents for home 
improvements. Corcoran’s programs 

are administered through the non-profit Center 
for Energy and Environment (CEE), who 
offers additional services at no cost (such as 
remodeling advice). Visit www.mncee.org to 
learn about CEE’s additional services.
Homebuyer Assistance
If you plan to buy or have purchased a home in 

the Corcoran Neighborhood within the past 12 
months, and you plan to live in the home, you 
are eligible for this attractive program, which 
can be used for down payment assistance, rehab 
assistance, or rental conversion. The program 
offers a $2,000 zero-interest deferred loan, 
forgivable after five years. In other words, you 
pay no interest or principle until you move or 
sell. And if you remain living in the property for 

five years, you pay nothing back.
Low-Interest Loans
Borrow between $1,500 and $10,000 at an 

interest rate of 3% (if your income is $35,000 
or less, based on gross income for the current 
year) or 4% (if your income is higher than 
$35,000; there are no upper income limits). 
The repayment term, not to exceed 7 years, is 
roughly a year for every thousand dollars you 
borrow. Eligible properties include absentee 
or owner-occupied properties. Eligible 
projects include interior or exterior, rehab or 
maintenance.
Emergency Deferred Loan
This program is for residents with a 

demonstrated emergency situation with their 
property. An applicant must not be able to 
qualify for funding from another of CEE’s 

housing programs. Eligible improvements are 
determined through a visit to the property by 
CEE’s construction manager.
Remodeling Advisor
If you need assistance in identifying and 

prioritizing improvements, CEE Financial 
Resources employs a Remodeling Advisor. 
You can receive objective remodeling advice. 
The service is free to Corcoran residents and 
includes an informational visit to your property 
and assistance with collection and evaluation of 
bids. To schedule an appointment call 612-335-
5856.

CNO Still Offers Housing Programs to All Corcoran Residents
By Eric Gustafson, CNO Staff
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Community Calendar
See whatõs going on in our community this monthé Arts, entertainment, education, meetings, & more!

The annual neighborhood booksale is only 
two months away, so prepare those stacks of 
books you have already read and bring them 

to the following locations:
Corcoran Neighborhood Organization
3451 Cedar Ave S
Minneapolis, MN 55407
Corcoran Park
3334 20th Ave S
Minneapolis, MN 55407
We will be accepting books and music in good 

condition in August and September. The booksale is 
a fund drive for CNO, so we need the books, music, 
etc. to be lightly used, and sellable. Call us at 612-

724-7457 to make sure we are in the office before 
you drop off your goods. If you have books that are 
not in great condition, please consider donating to 
one of the following places:
Women’s Prison Book Project
c/o Arise Bookstore
2441 Lyndale Ave. S.
Minneapolis, MN 55405
WPBP gladly accepts new or used paperback books 
only. Contact the Project directly if you have more 
than 100 paperbacks to donate. 
The website www.moea.state.mn.us/reduce/
donate.cfm also contains a list of several book 
donation locations with instructions for drop off. 
Thank you for your donations!

Corcoran Booksale Book Donations now accepted!

Every Tuesday: Midtown Farmerõs 
Market. 3:30pm to 7:30 pm on the corner of  Lake 
Street and 22nd Ave.

Every Wednesday: Walking Patrol. 6:
30pm on the corner of  31st and Longfellow. 

Every Saturday: Midtown Farmerõs 
Market. 8am to 1pm on the corner of  Lake Street 
and 22nd Ave.

Every Sunday: Walking Patrol. 10am at 
the corner of  31st and Longfellow. 

September 5: CNO Events and 
Fundraising Committee. 5:30pm at CNO.

September 6: CNO Executive Board 
Meeting. 6pm at CNO.

September 7: Caring Corcoran 
Neighbors Goal Setting Meeting. 7pm at CNO.

September 9: Susan Hensel Gallery 
Second Anniversary. 5pm to 9pm at 3441 Cedar 
Ave. S. Susan presents the work of  Seamus Leonard in 
his show Between Earth & Heaven.

September 14: : Caring Corcoran 
Neighbors Meeting. 7pm at CNO.

September 14: Midtown Public Market 
Advisory Board Meeting. 6:30pm at CNO.

September 14, 15 & 16: Hazardous 
Waste Pick-up. 9am to 4pm at Minneapolis Public 
Works, Snelling Ave. Garage, 3607 East 44th Street.

September 15th: Mexican Consulateõs 
Ofþcial Mexican Independence Day Celebration.
5pm to 11:30pm at Bloomington & Lake. Go to 
www.golatino.org for more information.

September 17th: Mexican 
Independence Day Parade and Celebration.
11:30am to 6pm. The parade goes from 15th Ave. & 
Lake St. to 4th Ave. & Lake St., beginning at 11:30am.
The celebration takes place afterwards at 4th & Lake. 
Go to www.golatino.org for more information.

September 17: 2nd Annual Race Against 
Racism. 9amat the Midtown Greenway Trail. The 
event will include a 2k, 5k and 8k run/walk, all 
traveling along the Midtown Greenway trail. All 
proceeds from registration will beneþt programs of  
the Midtown Greenway Coalition and the YWCAõs 
Racial Justice Program. Contact Ann at 612-215-4341 
or register at www.ywcampls.org. 

September 17: Headwaters Fund Walk 
for Social Justice. 11:30am to 3:30 pm. Boom Island 
Park in Minneapolis. Join for a short walk by the 
Mississippi River and St. Anthony Main to help raise 
money for neighborhood programs such as Midtown 
Resorative Justice and community events such as 
the Powederhorn Park 4th of  July Fireworks and 
Powderhorn Art Fair. For more information or to 
donate go to www.walkforjustice.org.

September 23: Bikable Neighborhoods. 
Meet at 10am at the Midtown Public Market on 
the corner of  Lake Street and 22nd Ave. Join your 
neighbors to discover bike-only and shared street 
routes and some of  the unique cultural and retail 
destinations they connect. For more information 
contact Julia at juliafrances@gmail.com or Eric at 
eric@corcoranneigborhood.org. See article on page 2.

September 23: Land Use & 
Transportation and Housing Meeting. To be held 
in conjunction with the Bikable Neighborhoods event.

September 30: Native American Day 
Celebration. 8am to 1pm on the corner of  Lake 
Street and 22nd Ave. Celebrate the Native American 
Heritage at the Midtown Farmerõs Market. 

October 7&8: Corcoran Neighborhood 
Book Sale.  Book sale for all ages and interests for 
25Â and up.

Road 
Construction 

Update
Construction work continues on schedule for 

both the middle and eastern segments of 
Lake Street (Hennepin County State Aid 

Highway 3) in South Minneapolis as part of the 
first major reconstruction of the east-west corridor 
in 50 years, according to the Hennepin County 
Transportation Department, the project’s lead 
agency.
Middle segment, 21st Avenue to 14th Avenue

The contractor is putting down gravel and getting 
ready to place bituminous pavement on Lake Street 
from Bloomington Avenue east to 21st Avenue.
Both middle and east segments

Streetlighting work continues, as does concrete 

sidewalk, and concrete curb and gutter installation.
Hennepin County and City of Minneapolis 
transportation officials emphasize that one lane of 
traffic remains open in each direction on Lake Street 
at all times.  Motorists should expect delays.
Metro Transit buses that normally operate on the 
middle and east portions of Lake Street have been 
rerouted one block south to 31st Street during 
construction.
Lake Street businesses are open during 

construction, and the Lake Street Council 
encourages increased customer support of area 
businesses during construction.
A road renovation project is also underway at 35th 

and Cedar, where construction crews told CNO staff 
they were digging to install new electrical conduit 
that will accommodate new, cantilever arm-type 
stoplight supports which will be installed in coming 
weeks.
For more information about the Lake Street 

reconstruction and streetscaping project, contact 
Don Shaffer, Hennepin County Transportation 
Department project engineer, at 612-596-0416 or 
612-282-5538 (cell).

City ordinance 
offers new tool to 
encourage peaceful 
neighborhoods

Since July 1, 2006, Minneapolis Police have 
a new way to help keep neighborhoods 
peaceful and livable. In February, the City 

Council passed a new ordinance in response to 
neighborhood complaints that police lacked an 
effective set of tools to manage the noise, litter, and 
unruly behavior that accompany many house parties 
and residential events.
On July 1, police began enforcing a new ordinance 

that allows landlords and property owners to be 
put on notice and possibly fined for noisy or unruly 
activities on their properties. Police will mail 
warning notices to property owners or landlords 
when they have sufficient evidence that a noisy or 
unruly gathering has happened on their property.  
The warning notices let owners and landlords know 

they could be fined if there is a similar incident in 
the next 180 days. After the warning letter is sent, 
landlords have a 21-day grace period before they 
can be fined, to give them time to take steps to 
correct the problem without paying fines.
The measure asks property owners and landlords 

to work with police to implement a plan to reduce 
the frequency and severity of noisy or unruly 
activities in the future. Community members, 
landlords, or property owners who have questions 
about the new process should call the neighborhood 
crime prevention specialist located in their police 
precinct. Please contact Corcoran’s crime prevention 
specialist Karen Skrivseth at 612-673-2856 for more 
information.
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Corcoran Park
Fall Building Hours

CLOSED Labor Day
 

Monday ð Friday 1  PM ð 9 PM
Saturdays  9  AM ð 4 PM
Sundays    CLOSED

Please call 612-370-4919 for more information or 
visit them at www.minneapolisparks.org, and select 

Corcoran Park from the Park & Lakes þnder.

FALL SPORTS AT 
CORCORAN PARK

SOCCER K-3RD GRADE 
$10.00

YOUTH TEAMS WITH OPENINGS
K-1ST GRADE & 2ND -3RD GRADE

                    

PRACTICE BEGINS SEPT 5TH

TACKLE FOOTBALL $25.00
AGES: (09/02/98  -  09/02/92)
YOUTH AGES 8 YEARS ï13 YEARS

3rd-8TH GRADES 

SIGN UP NOW FOR TACKLE 
FOOTBALL AT CORCORAN PARK!

The Hi-Lake Center, built in the 1950’s 
continues to experience a $3 million face-
lift by Wellington Management, who bought 

the 8-acre property in September 2004.  Project 
manager Judd Fenlon was kind enough to take time 
to meet and discuss the ongoing changes.  We have 
all noticed the new parking lot, landscaping, and the 
new design for the mall walk way.  Judd is open to a 
mural on the building but has not been approached 
by a community group to develop one. 
The Hi-Lake development continues with a new 

3000 square foot building going where Pineda Tacos 
was (previously Pizza Hut) located.  The liquor 
store will move into the new space and Subway is 
set to replace the liquor store that will be renovated.  
A coffee shop (rumored to be Starbuck’s) is coming 
as well as the return of our beloved Pineda Tacos 
with one more food retailer are all set to occupy 
the new building. One Spot Clothing has moved 
into the old space the Re-use Center left.  Savers, 
O’Reilly Auto Shop, Rent a Center, and the laundry 
mat continue as anchor tenants in the current mall 
as well as a new office supply store.  A new Family 
Dollar is expected in the future.  Leases for the 
retail spaces are a minimum of five years, ensuring a 
commitment to the mall. 
Wellington is working with the city to make use 

of the empty lot west of the liquor store next to 
the rail station.  A mixed-use building was initially 
proposed but has been tangled up in city committees 
and permit proceedings.  As a result, Wellington 
continues to try to work out a use for the empty lot. 
The Corridor Flats will bring new housing and an 

Aldi store in the main floor.  The Flats will have 
36 units and underground parking, balconies and 
custom cabinetry, flooring and counter tops.  A 
number of units have been sold to a mixed age 
range.  
The vision for the Hi-Lake Center is a vibrant 

mixed-use community mall.  I recall the days of 
the abandoned Nora’s restaurant and realize how 
much progress has come to East Lake Street.  We 
now have the YWCA, a school, LRT station, an 
improving mall, and a new streetscape in process.  
Further info on Hi-Lake development is available 

at www.wellingtonmgt.com, and corridorflats.com. 
The 2001 City of Minneapolis development plan for 
Hi-Lake is available on their website.  

Hi-Lake 
Center 
Face-lift 

By Sue Redmond, Corcoran Resident

Corcoran
Senior Pioneers

Please join the Corcoran Senior 
Pioneers on Thursday, September 14th 

at Corcoran Park.

Over the last 35 years, the Minnesota 
Renaissance Festival has become as much 
an autumn tradition for Minnesotans as the 

State Fair. Although people come from around the 
country to participate in it, the Minnesota festival 
has a higher percentage of local performers and 
artisans compared to other large Renaissance 
fairs around the United States. These participants 
include a number of residents from Corcoran and 
surrounding neighborhoods who perform or work 
at the festival. If you wake up early enough on an 
August or September weekend you may even have 
seen us in our colorful period costumes as we get 
into our cars to drive out to Shakopee.
The de Danann family; Greg, Corey, Bri and Fionn 

currently portray a family of gypsies at the festival. 
Greg has been at the festival on and off since 1983. 
Corey and Greg met there in 1990, her ýrst year 
at the festival performing with a group called the 
Valkyries. They married 2 years later and both have 
continued to work there sporadically. This will be the 
fourth season that they have appeared as a family 
with their 2 children performing along with them.
In 1989 my wife and I started appearing at 

the festival as Scottish street characters with 
a historical reenactment group ñClann Tartanò 
(www.clanntartan.org has used Corcoran Park as 
a meeting place for over a decade). In 1995 we 
started our own business recreating board, dice, 
and card games from the past and opened our 
booth ñMacGregor Gamesò, where people can sit 
down an learn to play a period game with us for 
free, as well as buy them to take home. 
Corcoran resident David DuBois has long been 

found walking the streets of the festival village 
telling jokes and limericks, or balancing a huge 
block of ice on his head. Just across the border 
in the Powderhorn neighborhood Mary Rohe has 
been part of the entertainment cast as a street 
character for seventeen years and for several years 
has charmed visiting children while in the costume 
of the festivalôs mascot unicorn.

Dave and Maggie Turner, owners of Tillieôs 
Bean, performed for many years at the Renaissance 
Festival. Starting in high school, Dave spent 13 
years at the festival. He was most recognized as a 
ñpickle manò and in more recent years for working 
the Stocks Stage where he delighted in locking 
people in the wooden stocks and running them 
through a good-natured show of humorous and 
sometimes ribald jokes. 
Maggie performed at the festival for 12 years. 

Beginning at age 16, she worked for various 
craftspeople, performed as a street character and as 
an Italian cook at the Bakery Stage. She laughingly 
refers to that as her true introduction into cooking. 
Tillieôs Bean has become known for bringing in 

popular musical acts from the Renaissance Festival, 
such as ñMy Ladyôs Cutlass,ò ñThe Dregs,ò ñThe 
Drunken Uglies,ò ñThe Molly Hares,ò ñMisplaced,ò 
and ñRiver Folke.ò ñWe enjoy the rowdy Irish 
musicians, and they pull in all the other people like 
us who donôt want to wait all year to hear these 
people perform. 
Itôs a good time for everyone,ò stated Maggie, ñand 

we get to see our friends.ò Although they no longer 
participate on a regular basis, the Turners do try to 
go out to the grounds at least one day each Festival 
run to ñplayò. Maggie explained. ñEvery year at the 
end of the season, or at the end of a hot day when 
youôre tired and dirty and sun-burnt, or maybe 
itôs the end of September and already there are 
scattered snowþakes in the air, then you think, óThis 
is crazy. What am I doing out here?ô And you swear 
youôre done, youôre never going back. But you do. 
You dig out the costumes again and you go play 
with your friends. You get to play pirate, or ýght with 
swords, or lock up a smart aleck in the stocks and 
make fun of him. You just get to be a kid again. How 
can you pass that up?ò
Watch for these and other Corcoran neighbors who 

perform as pirates, belly dancers and other roles at 
the Minnesota Renaissance Festival every weekend 

Wx£¤~¢© R~|t£ 
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By Charles Knutson, Corcoran Resident
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Corcoran Classiýeds
Have an item to sell?  A service to offer?

Advertise in the Corcoran News classiýeds.
Call 612-724-7457 

-------------------------------------------------------------

Massage Therapy By Brenda
Specializing in Swedish Massage 

& Deep Tissue Work.  
* * *

2312 35th Street  South
Office Hours: Mon-Fri 4:00-8:00pm

Call for an appointment today! 
612-730-4071

BROTHERS ELECTRIC
COMPANY

3447 Cedar Ave South
Minneapolis, MN 55407

FREE ESTIMATES
Donôt be SHOCKED by our low prices

PHONE: 612-721-1606  FAX: 612-721-7995

Metropolis Construction
General Contractor - Bonded and Insured

MN License Number 20072698
2223 E 35th St, Ste 1   612-728-3817

Metropolis, a local construction and remodeling company 
serving S. Minneapolis since 1991, is a ful service general 
contractor specializing in older homes. Call us for an estimate 
on your remodeling projects such as kitchens and baths, doors 
and windows, wood siding, garages and additions, fences 
and decks, general carpentry and drywall, porches, skylights, 
attic and basement finishing, structural work. 

Get the goods and services you need and support the Corcoran News at the same time!

Please support our advertisers.

Ornamental Steps & Rails
Plain & Fancy
New & Repair

Wooden Basement Stairway Railings
Basement Glass Block Windows

Metal Window Guards
Cement Steps

Small jobs welcome!

Licensed, Bonded & Insured
Al Hansen   612-729-1190

HENRY W. ANDERSON
MORTUARY

3640 – 23rd Avenue South  -  612-729-2331
FUNERAL AND CREMATION SERVICES

PRE-ARRANGEMENTS
Our 75th year in the Corcoran area.

Family owned and operated for 3 genereations – Est. 1931

TAX PREPARATION

David K. Hogan
Individual Income Tax

Seven days a week by appointment
Same Day Service!

(612) 729-3283
2216 E. 34th St., Minneapolis, MN 55407

Home Improvement Loans
CEE Financial Resources

A division of the Center for Energy and Environment.

Serving the Corcoran Neighborhood Organization
for over 5 years and homeowners for over 20 years.

Great Rates - Great Service
Call (612) 335-5885 for more information.

Photocopy & Fax Service
As a community service, CNO offers 

photocopy and fax service at the CNO office.
Photocopies:  

10 cents per copy
Fax Service

Local: $1 first page, 50 cents each additional page
Out of area: $2.50 first page, $1 each add. page
Out of country: $6 first page, $3 each add. page

Sorry, No incoming faxes accepted.

Visited Corcoranôs Website?
Find Out About CNO Programs

Join a Neighborhood Forum
Make a Donation

www.corcoranneighborhood.org

Jill Stefansen
612-821-7438, JILLS@kw.com

www.RealtorJill.com

JILL SELLS SOUTH MINNEAPOLIS!

3449 BLOOMINGTON & 35TH
612Å724Å8777

HAIR
 CUT
    &
PASTE

ÅHENNA 
           ÅWAX 
             ÅFOILING  
                ÅCUTS

ART GALLERY Å COMMUNITY SPACE

COLOR THYSELF FOR 
SCHOOL!

Ofýce Space 
for Rent

The Corcoran Neighborhood Organization
 has a single ofýce available immediately 

in their building for a non-proýt 
organization or community service 
organization with a similar mission. 

Rent is $400/month 
Included: utilities, use of kitchen, 
common storage space and DSL 

hook-up
Not included: phone, insurance, 

cleaning
An additional space is also available. For 
more information, please contact Amy 

Arcand at 612-724-7457


