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Congratulations, Corcoran Cougars! Latinos En Accion

By Martha Carpenter, Corcoran Resident

together and
showed real
team work.”
Their team
work really
came through
in game 3 of
the tournament.
The boys were
down 15 points

Good news for our own
neighborhood’s Corcoran Park.
On March 11, the Corcoran
Cougars 12U Boy’s Basketball
Team took 2™ place in the
Minneapolis Park and Recreation
Board All City Tournament.

Coach Tom Carpenter said,
“The boys have a lot of talent
and a lot of heart. It takes a lot of
determination, commitment and
courage to finish out a season that
was as rough as ours started out,
but the boys stuck it out and stuck

at the end

of the 3™ quarter. They fought
and played hard in the 4™ and
ended up winning 46-40 over the
Longfellow team.

The boys are a great group of
kids from all backgrounds, and
they each bring something special
to the team. Six of the eleven
boys had never played organized
basketball before this season. The
boys meshed together to form an
outstanding team.

This is Coach Tom’s 3™ season
coaching boys basketball, and
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Garage Sale!

Saturday, June 10t
9:00am T 3:00pm

Sign up to have a Garage Sale!

This community-wide event features over
100 sales between Corcoran and Standish-
Ericsson neighborhoods and draws hundreds

We take care of the publicity!

The Neighborhood Garage Sale will be
advertised in the Star Tribune, along with
press releases to area newspapers and other

“Sales Guide” Maps of all homes having a
sale will be available to shoppers that day, so
they will know how to find you!

To be added to the list of sellers and
map, simply call the SENA ofyce at (612)
721-1601 by June 1% They will ask you for
your address and the type of merchandise

The Garage Sale event will take place

clients.

Coach Kathleen Beaulieu’s first.
They did a great job getting 11
very different personalities to
pull together and succeed. They
devoted much personal time

and hard work, and the best
compensation is to see their team
succeed. Thank you Coach Tom
and Coach Kathleen for all that
you do for our children!

Corcoran Park is a
very valuable asset to our
neighborhood. Tutoring is
offered, organized sports, and
many other activities for children
and adults. The staff at Corcoran
Park are caring and courteous.
They do an awesome job getting
kids involved.

So, Congratulations Corcoran
Cougars! You ended your season
with a bang, and made your
coaches, parents and community
very proud ... baseball season is
right around the corner!

Tenants Rights
Workshop Draws
Over 30

By Eric Gustafson, CNO Staff

Over 30 residents gathered at the Powderhorn
Park building on March 8 to learn about their
rights as renters. The workshop was sponsored by
the Jobs and Affordable Housing Coalition and
presented by Legal Aid, a non-profit organization
that provides free civil legal services to low-income

If you have a legal problem that you would like
to get help with, please call the Legal Aid Intake
line at 612-334-5970.

A free handbook of Tenants Rights is available
through Legal Aid and also at the Corcoran
Neighborhood Organization office.
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Un nuevo nombre para el
movimiento en el barrio

Por Carlos Quezada, Asistente del Programa

Mi nombre es Carlos Quezada. Soy el Nuevo
asistente del programa Latinos En Accion, conocido
formalmente como Proyecto de Organizacion de
latinos en la Ciudad (MLOP). MLOP fue el resultado
de una sociedad entre el Concilio Comunitario de
Longfellow (LCC), Organizacion del Vecindario
de Corcoran (CNO), Asociacion de Vecindarios del
Parque Powderhorn (PPNA) y el Centro de Recursos
de las Américas
(RCTA).

El Objetivo
de MLOP fue
el de llegar y
organizar a las
comunidades
inmigrantes en
la Ciudad de
Minneapolis
con enfoque
especial en la
comunidad Latina. Como resultado de encuestas
e investigaciones con respecto a la relevancia y
reconocimiento de nuestro nombre, MLOP va a
cambiar su nombre a Latinos En Accion. El cual
continuara con las metas y objetivos de MLOP y
pondra en accidon nuevos y emocionantes programas
para inmigrantes.

En las siguientes semanas, Estaré contactando
a muchos de ustedes para informarles acerca de
esto y enlistar su ayuda para estos importantes
programas. Uno de los proyectos mas emocionantes
en los que estamos trabajando actualmente, es en la
Liga de Soccer Juventud Unida. Estamos enrolando
nifos (as) desde 6 hasta 15 afios. Necesitamos
patrocinadores y voluntarios y ojala ustedes
consideren el ayudarnos.

Espero Poder platicar con ustedes en las proximas
semanas. Muchas Gracias. (For the English version
of this article, turn to page 2.)

Latinos En Accion, 612-721-8800

CNO E-Board Elections

The Corcoran Neighborhood Organization has
four board positions up for election:
Chair (2 year term)
Secretary (2 year term)
Treasurer (1year term)
At-Large (2 year term)

Elections: Monday, May 3 at 6pm at

Corcoran Park (3332 20th Ave)

All residents, business owners or
property owners are eligible to serve
on the board.

Call 724-7457 for more information or to register
with the nominations committee.
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Thoughts From
the Editor...

Its about time to spring ahead with your clocks
and your thoughts. Hopefully you will find in this
issue of the Corcoran News some warm, green ideas
to catch up with the robins. I have indeed seen
those spring birds. The first robin I saw was on my
birthday in late March.

My mother’s favorite season is Spring, but [
guess that comes naturally when you’re a gardener.
I remember how excited she would get about the
sprouting bulbs and new green shoots coming
through wet dirt all over the yard.

Homebuyer Assistance Available
In Corcoran Neighborhood

If you’re looking to buy a 1-4 unit home in Corcoran, or if you purchased a home in Corcoran
in the last 12 months, don’t miss out on the CNO Homebuyer Assistance program! Funds may be
used for assistance with down payment or rehab, or conversion of a previously non-homesteaded
property. You make no payments until you move or sell, and if you remain in the home for five
years, the loan is forgiven!

Down Payment

Assistance 1

Rehab Assistance

Rental Conversion

Must have bought a 1-4 )|

Must buy a 1-4 unit

{  First time homebuyers only unit home within the past home previously non-

There was a sliding door in our living room 1 For down payment and/or year homesteaded and convert
that led into the backyard with cement steps. I closing cost assistance ' Must be used for rehab of it to owner-occupied
remember the first green shoot; of tulips I'd see 1 Up to $2,000 Deferred loan home, interior or exterior homestead
A DD b s S0 41, e T Uplo S2000 Defralosn 1 Fordown pymentandn
old friends telling us to take off our shoes and come T Forgiven after 5 years T 0% 1pterest rates closing cost assistance
outside to play. 1 Income limits apply based 1 Forglven aftc?r 5 years )| Uop t‘o $2,000 Deferred loan

Watching the seasons turn in South Minneapolis upop family size (i.e. ' No income limits app l‘y T 0% 1pterest rate
is exciting. Now with Spring, people are out on the family of 1 - $40,250 2 T Must be owner-occupied I Forglven. af‘ter > years
sidewalks just to be outside, the Midtown Public - $46,000 3 - $51,750 4 T Income limits apply (same
Market will soon be blossoming with local foods, - $57,500) a's Down Payment Assist.
and the lakes ice will break and wake up the fish ! Must be owner-occupied limits)

below. And of course, the buzz of the MayDay

Parade waking up a hibernating community.

... And just two weeks ago there was two feet of
snow on the ground. Happy April, neighbors!

From Carla Kaiser, CNN Editor

Low interest loans (3 or 4%) are also available through CNO in amounts up to $10,000.

For more information or applications for CNO housing Programs,
contact Eric Gustafson at 612-724-7457.

Beneyt to Help Neighbor, Community
Activist Marsha Brekke

When [ first joined the
planning committee for Marsha’s
Benefit, I asked the group for the
honor of writing an article about
the benefit and about Marsha, for
the Corcoran News. 1knew that
the many neighbors who know
and care about Marsha would
want to know about the benefit
and how they could help Marsha
and her family.

It took me quite a while
to work up the nerve to start
my article, [ was worried that
I wouldn’t do justice to the
extraordinary woman that I came
to know through her work on a
multitude of issues over the years.

Marsha Brekke embodies the
spirit of the Corcoran resident.
For years she has worked hard
as a single parent to raise her
two daughters. Her work ethic
has gained her the respect and
undying loyalty of her co-workers
and clients, past and present,
several of who are among the
group of people planning the

upcoming benefit. But working
hard during the day and at home
was not enough for Marsha. Over
the years [ have seen her work on
more issues than [ can name. She
is one of those amazing people
who sees a problem and, instead
of just complaining about it like
most of us would, she actually
does something about it!

When she saw that her block
needed someone to organize
National Night Out and other
efforts, she became a block
leader. When neighborhood
youth complained that they
needed positive things to do, she
started a Teen Job Fair that went
on to become an annual event for
11 years drawing up to 1000 teens
and 60 employers. When things
were going down hill at Corcoran
Park she took on the Park Board
and got things back on track. She
donates food to the neighborhood
Clean Sweep, has volunteered in
numerous area churches, schools
and parks. Ask anyone who
knows Marsha,

and they will
name another
cause she has
organized or
been a part of.

In 1996,
Marsha had her
first bout with
cancer. Being
the fighter we all

By Cyndi Butler, Corcoran Resident

know she is, she recovered. But
the cancer came back and now
she is in stage four; the cancer

is in her liver, bones and lymph
nodes. Because she’s Marsha,
she still goes into work, but on a
very limited basis and this causes
a financial challenge. That’s why
a group of people have come
together to give a little back

to someone who has given so
much to her family, friends and
community.

You can help too. Please
join us on Saturday April 29
from 11:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m. at
Ebenezer Lutheran Church,
Cedar Ave. and 41* St., for
Marshads Beneyt. Admission is
free for the event, which includes
a silent auction, live auction, and
a lunch that you can purchase.
There will also be live music
throughout the event.

If you are unable to attend the
benefit, donations are being
accepted at all TCF branches to
the Marsha Brekke Benefit Fund.
The goal is to raise $10,000,
which will then be matched with
$5000 by the Care Abounds in
Communities Fund of Thrivent
Financial for Lutherans. We are
also accepting donations for the
silent auction of small and large
items. For more information
please email benefit4marsha@
yahoo.com.

New Face on
the Streets

My name is Carlos Quezada. [ am the new
program assistant for Latinos En Accion, formerly
the Midtown Latino Organizing Project (MLOP).
I am originally from Mexico and I have lived here
since September 1997. I am also the owner of
Tecnologia Azteca, a home-based small business
specializing in computer repair, training, and sales
for the Spanish speaking community.

I have had a passion for reaching out to the
Latino Community in Minneapolis since I realized
that there was a lack of programs, resources and
technology which inhibits many Latinos from
moving forward. I am excited to be working with
Latinos En Accion and I feel that I will be able to
help Latino immigrants feel welcome and at home
in the City of Minneapolis.

One of the more exciting projects that [ am
working on is the United Youth Soccer League.
We are currently enrolling boys and girls from
ages 6 to 15 years old. It is free to enroll, we only
ask for a $10 donation to help cover operational
expenses. Please call me at 612-721-8800 for more
information on this program or any other program
of Latinos En Accion.
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oVolunteers of Americaj Offers Hope

Written by Sara Blanch, Corcoran Resident and member of Caring Corcoran Neighbors

Prostitution has been a problem
for our community for some time
and throughout the years many
diligent members of our community
have sought to fight the ongoing
problems we have faced from the
residual effects of this business. We
have seen the force and strength of
Southside Prostitution close down
the many saunas up and down Lake
Street. Phillips Weed and Seed
have barbecues to reach out to the
girls and help them begin to feel
the beginnings of being part of a
normal and caring community. And
there are many other well founded
efforts to get the women off the
streets and have a chance at a normal
life. Volunteers of America actually
has a treatment program specially
designed to empower these women
and give them hope. The problem,
unfortunately, it no one really knows
about this wonderful program that was
started when William Nelson, Director
of Correctional Services at VOA,
his staff and two former prostitutes
brought their idea of prostitution
rehabilitation to the legislator. They
went to the legislator, when Jesse
Ventura was Governor, asking for one

million dollars. They didn’t get that,
but they were awarded six hundred
thousand and they took their proposal
to the Sisters of the Good Shepard
and the quiet upscale North Oaks
Community and were granted an offer
to start their rehabilitation there.

A small group of local community
members representing the 3™ precinct,
Phillips Weed and Seed, Public
Housing, Caring/Concerned Corcoran
Neighbors and others with the help
from Gary Schiff were given the
opportunity to meet Mr. Nelson and
tour this facility. It was a remarkable
experience. The center has two
buildings. There are twenty-four
rooms and each woman is given their
own room which immediately leads
to a sense of independence that is a
key element of the program. There
are two main rooms that are primarily
used for group therapy but also allow
the women to watch TV and movies
in the small amount of free time they
have. The programs director Vicky
Smiley is an amazing woman and sets
the tone of self-respect and caring
as the backbone for the programs
success. The women in this program
are there by choice, they are there

to deal with not only their drug
addictions, but also their past histories
of sexual abuse. They are then given
and taught tools to gain economic
stability. The staff is there for these
women to build them back up, to face
their demons and to continue their
support after they are finished with
their 90-day program.

We were split into two small
groups and given tours separately.
Because our group was double the
size of occupancy there, we tried
to be small and unobtrusive to the
women and their living space. While
one group toured the facility, the
other group had the opportunity to
listen to the programs history, their
challenges and successes. We also
had a question/answer session to find
out how we in our community could
help out further. Mr. Nelson and his
fellow staff offer something these
women have lived too long without
and that is hope. The hope that there
is life without prostitution and that
each woman that enters through those
doors is worth having a good life, a
life with love and respect. To be with
their families and children and to live
normally amongst a community and to

become an actual part of it.

One main problem facing the
center is the accountability of the
judges who hand down the sentencing
to these women. They are often times
paroled or put into the basic drug re-
hab program. They are in and out of
the system in the matter of days or the
thirty days it takes to go through the
average treatment center. The judges
are not using the best option out there,
because this program that has an 85%
success rate! These are people who
are not only addressing the issue of
drugs, but how to build people back
up that have had continual struggles
their entire lives, if not a majority of
it. It’s time to start speaking up and
holding the people of the judicial and
governmental systems accountable
in helping the people of their own
communities. These women deserve a
chance at a drug free and uncontrolled
life. Volunteers of America are
offering these women what our own
government has turned their backs on,
and that is hope.

If you would like more information
please contact the CNO office at 612-
724-7457 or VOA 612.721.6327.

Community to Beneyt from
Folwell Rain Garden

In a unique example of interorganizational
cooperation, the city of Minneapolis, the
Minneapolis Public School District, and the staff
of Folwell Middle school (located between 36™ and
37" Streets and 20™ and 21% Avenues) are joining
forces to created an area of beauty, education, and
environmental betterment this summer.

Currently, the 3.6 acres on which the Folwell
School sits is 89% covered with impervious
surfaces which shed rainwater and snowmelt runoff
directly into the city sewer systems. The roof
drains on Folwell connect to the sanitary sewer
while the aspnalt-covered grounds shed all runoff
into the stormwater sewers. The recently instituted
“stormwater utility” charge (which all property
owners now find on their Minneapolis water bill) for
the Folwell is projected to be $9500 annually doe to
the high percentage of rainwater runoff.

The construction of Folwell Rain Garden and
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By Val Lies, Corcoran Resident

the redirection of the roof drains

(as mandated by Federal and State
governments) to the rain garden will
eradicate that fee.

The expanse of asphalt on the
southern end of Folwell’s property will
be removed except for a basketball
court area at the northeastern corner.

A 200 foot by 60 foot rain garden
will be dug out and planted along the
western edge of the space. The rain
garden will be dug out and planted
along the western edge of the space.
The rain garden will dip to a depth

of approximately 7 'z feet and will

be planted with 27 varieties of native

flowering plants and 4 or 5 types of

native grasses or sedges. The remainder

of the section will be covered with turf grass and
an irrigation system will be installed. The western
edge and approximately two thirds of the southern
edge of the lot will be bordered by a concrete wall.

Rain and snowmelt will drain to the low area of
the rain garden and soak through the loose, sandy
soil naturally within 24 — 48 hours. Thus, more
rainwater will replenish the groundwater tables and
less will rush to the Mississippi though the sewers.

Plants both beautiful and advantageous to
wildlife are slated to be put in. Providing spring
to fall color, the rain garden sill contains several
types of asters, yellow gentian, fragrant purple
hyssop, Canada anemone, meadow blazing star,
mountain mint, blue vervain, butterfly weed, and
purple prairie clover, among others. Native grasses
to be planted are fringed brome, bottle brush sedge,
wood sedge, fox sedge, and switchgrass. Black
chokeberry, red-twigged dogwood, and winterberry
flowering shrubs will provide food for birds.
Several thornless honeylocust trees will be planted
as well.

Ongoing maintenance of the garden and grounds

Artistic representation of a rain garden by
Marie Gardeski, Powderhorn Resident

will be the responsibility of both the city and the
school district.

According to Carla Steinbach, Folwell’s
principal, the school feels the loss of field space
will be offset by the educational opportunities to be
found in the up-close study of nature that will be
available in the rain garden. A proposed walkway
through the rain garden and looping along the
western edge facilitate such study. The walkway
may not be possible due to budget constraints.
Additionally, the school may be interested in
participating a project to paint a mural on the wall
which will border the western and southern edges of
the property.

Beginning in mid-June after the close of the
school year, the project is scheduled to be completed
near the end of July. Several other public sites
(i.e. Longfellow, Sanford, and Phillips) throughout
Minneapolis will also be undergoing similar
refurbishment.

For a good explanation of a rain garden, see
Johnny Jones, Jr.’s re-printed column on rain
gardens from last year, on page 7.
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Midtown Public Market Makes
History starting May 6

First Market in MN to accept EBT/food stamp cards

Beginning on Saturday,
May 6, the parking lot of the
Anishinabe Academy on Lake
and 22" will once again become
an oasis of bedding plants, local
farm-raised meats, fresh baked
bread, local artwork, and the
first edible spring greens of
the season. Springtime at the
market will bring veggies such
as lettuce, spinach, sweet peas,
and strawberries (starting in mid-
June). But amazing Minnesota
produce isn’t all the Midtown
Public Market has in store this
season- we will also be making
history, as the first farmers
market in Minnesota to become
accessible to EBT/ food stamp
cards.

Food stamp benefits in
Minnesota were transferred to
EBT debit cards in 1998, making
the inexpensive, local produce at
farmers markets inaccessible to
food stamp recipients. Starting
this spring, the Midtown Public
Market will use a central wireless
POS device to process EBT
transactions, and will distribute
one dollar tokens that can be
spent on any eligible items in
the market. By making the
market responsible for handling
the technology and reimbursing
vendors for EBT sales, it will be
easy for people to use their EBT/
food stamp benefits at the market
and for farmers to handle the
transactions. This same system
will allow us to swipe credit
cards and give out tokens. Now
shoppers won’t have to leave
to find an ATM! A one dollar
fee per credit card transaction
will help to cover the cost of the

technology,
making
this a
sustainable
program
for years to
come.

Our
winter
outreach
has resulted
in new
partnerships
to
strengthen
the market
and
diversify
our vendor
mix. The

Whole Farm Co-op’s stand will
feature products from more than
20 local growers from Central
Minnesota. All members of the
co-op use sustainable, nontoxic or
organic methods on their farms.
Shoppers can place orders for
any of their wide array of farm
products online or by phone,

and pick their order up at the
market. The Minnesota Food
Association’s New Immigrant
Agriculture Project is another
new vendor; their program
participants learn sustainable
farming methods at their training
center in Wilder Forest.

The EBT/ Food Stamp
program and our outreach to
diverse vendor and community
groups is supported by a grant
from Project for Public Spaces,
Inc., with funding provided by the
W. K. Kellogg Foundation. The
grant is one of twelve projects
supported by Project for Public

Latinos en Accion
A new name for a neighborhood movement

By Carlos Quezada, Program Assistant

My name is Carlos

was to reach out and

weeks, I will

By Joanna Stone, Market Coordinator

Spaces’ new, highly competitive
initiative to diversify markets
nationwide. Undertaken in
partnership with the Farmers
Market Coalition (FMC) and

the North American Farmers
Direct Marketing Association
(NAFDMA), the grants are part
of a three-year, $3 million grant-
making program, which began in
2005 and is funded by the W.K.
Kellogg Foundation and the Ford
Foundation.

“Throughout the years, Project
for Public Spaces has deepened
its understanding of the complex
relationship between a market and
the community it serves,” says
Steve Davies, Project for Public
Spaces Senior Vice President
and the Director of the Public
Markets Program. “These grants
provide much-needed financial
support for farmers markets to
reach their potential as central
places in communities as well
as significantly contribute to
their communities’ overall well-
being. We hope these markets
will inspire national adoption
of innovative farmers markets
and community development
programs.”

2006 Market Season:
Saturdays, 8amTlpm
May 6 T Oct 28
Tuesdays, 3:3017:30pm
July 11 7T Oct 24
East Lake St and 22" Ave S

Email info@midtownpublicmar
ket.org to sign up for weekly email
updates on the market- what's in
season, who's performing, and more!

Quezada. [ am the new
program assistant for
Latinos En Accion,
formerly the Midtown
Latino Organizing
Project (MLOP). MLOP
was the result of a
partnership between the
Longfellow Community
Council (LCC),
Corcoran Neighborhood
Organization (CNO),
Powderhorn Park
Neighborhood
Association (PPNA) and
the Resource Center of
the Americas (RCTA).

The goal of MLOP

organize the immigrant
communities in the City
of Minneapolis with

a special focus on the
Latino community. As

a result of surveys and
research regarding our
name recognition and
relevance, MLOP has
changed its name to
Latinos En Acci-n. The
name is changing but
the goals and objectives
remain the same. There
are some exciting new
programs for immigrants
this year. Stay tuned.

In the coming

be contacting

many of you

to inform you

about and

enlist your

support for

these very

important

programs.

One of the

more exciting
projects that we are
working on is the United
Youth Soccer League.
We are currently
enrolling kids from
ages 6 to 15 years old.
We need sponsors and

volunteers and hope you
will consider helping.

I look forward to
talking with you in the
coming weeks. Thank
you.

Latinos En Accion,
612-721-8800

Corcoran Neigh
3451 Cedar Ave South
phone (612) 724-7457

001

WWWw.COorcorann

Treasurer
Needed

CNO is looking for a neighborhood resident

who enjoys finance.

Our current Treasurer is

stepping down and we are looking for a volunteer
to take her place. No experience necessary but a
basic understanding of bookkeeping procedures

is preferable.

Responsibilities include:
* Attending the monthly board meeting
and giving a financial report
* Signing checks 2 times a month

* Reviewing all payables and receivables,

timecards, and bank
reconciliations

* Reviewing monthly
financial reports
prepared by the
Bookkeeper

* Assisting the Director in
Audit preparation

* Helping create the budget

* Attending any Personnel Committee
meetings

Time Commitment: Approx. 6-10 hours/month

For more information, please contact Amy
Arcand at 612-724-7457

Soccer Bajo Techo
Para niffos y niffas de 8 a
12 AYjos... GRATIS

El proyecto de Latinos en Acci-n.

No sabes jugar football soccer bajo
techo? No te preocupes nosotros te
ensefamos, y si sabes jugar te enseflamos
a ampliar tus habilidades. Los invitamos a
llevar a sus nifos al parque e inscribirlos
primero en un entrenamiento intensivo.

Estamos llevando a cabo los juegos en
el gimnasio del Parque de Longfellow que
esta localizado en la esquina de la avenida
36 y la calle 35 en Minneapolis. Las
inscripciones son limitadas, pero estaremos
inscribiendo niffos que quieran participara
en la liga de soccer en el mes de Mayo.

Llama a: Cngel Morales y Carlos
Quezada Tel: 612-721-8800... Deseas
ser voluntario entrenador, arbitro, aguador
etc.é lImanos!!

Photocopy & Fax Service

As a community service, CNO offers
photocopy and fax service at the CNO office.
Photocopies:

10 cents per copy
Fax Service
Local: $1 yrst page, 50 cents each additional page
Out of area: $2.50 yrst page, $1 each add. page

Out of country: $6 yrst page, $3 each add. page

Sorry, No incoming faxes accepted.
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New and Old:

Churches in the
Neighborhood

On December 1* last year, Lebanon Lutheran
Church at 21% Ave and 36" St. welcomed
Central Community Church to share space. The
purpose is to expand the message of Christ in the
neighborhood. They moved into Corcoran from
the Standish-Ericsson Neighborhood. Lebanon’s
services continue to be at 9:30am on Sundays, with
many other community activities throughout the
week, including special services for Holy Week and
Easter. Sunday school is also offered for children.

Lebanon has welcomed Larry Fannon to the
staff as an Associate in Ministry. The position is a
partnership with Lebanon and Hosannah! Lutheran
Church in Lakeville. Larry will be out and about in
the neighborhood, so let’s help him feel welcome.

Central Community Church is a non-
denominational church that has ministered in the
South Minneapolis area for the past 13 years. Walt
McFadden was just installed as senior pastor.
Central emphasizes ministry to the whole family
and has programs for children and teens of all
ages. They provide a job-training program, small
groups, and Wednesday children and teen programs.
Central is contemporary, multi-racial, and casually
comfortable.

Central is scheduling a grand-opening weekend
over Easter. On Saturday April 15%, they will
sponsor an egg hunt at Corcoran Park from 10am-
noon. Easter service is at 11am on Sunday with a
dinner following.

The Brazilian Church of Hope is also
worshipping in the Lebanon Church building on
Sunday evenings at 6pm. If you speak Portuguese,
you are invited to attend this bilingual service.
When entering for this service, please enter through
the red door off 36™ Street.

For more information on any programs or
churches, call Lebanon Lutheran Church at 612-
729-7356.

( La Misi-n: Nosotros, los residentes de\
Corcoran, en toda nuestra diversidad, procura-
mos reforzar y proteger el cardcter Ginico, vida
llevadera, y la tela social de nuestro vecindario.
Nosotros procuraremos alentar y habilitar a todos
los residentes, negocios y duefios de propiedades

@ra unirlos, hablando de nuestras cuestiones co-

munes. )

CNOGs Mission Statement: We, the Corco-\
ran residents, in all our diversity, will strive to
strengthen and protect the unique character, liv-
ability, and social fabric of our neighborhood.
We will endeavor to encourage and empower all

residents, businesses and property owners to unite
Qn addressing our common issues.

Chatterbox Fundraiser thrives on good
food, and good friends!

a local business.
Frankly, most of
us don’t mind
bonding over

a meal even if
there is no other
“cause” than the
pleasure of each

CNO volunteers, new
residents, visiting parents from
out-of-state, and old-time friends
came down to Corcoran’s own
Chatterbox Pub Brunch on
Saturday, March 11. A good time
was had by all!

The food was fantastic, but my
favorite part was seeing a lot of

volunteers and Corcoran residents Thank you
that [ have had the privilege to to everyone
meet and work with this year who had brunch

for Corcoran
last month. We

walk into the Chatterbox with all
their family and friends. What a

wonderful way to come together!  raised $500 for
CNO, a great
Let’s face it! Beginning a push in keeping

day with good food and good
friends is a wonderful way to
support neighborhood spirit, and

other’s company.

our neighborhood an excellent
place to live. If you would
like to join in the fun the next

By Rachel VanScoy, CNO Staff

Photo by KT Simon-Dastych, Longfellow resident

CNO Board member Gerry Tyrrell and his mother, Jane
from Kentucky, enjoying their meal with family and
friends.

time around, keep reading the
newspaper for details as we are
planning another date in the fall.

Corcorangs Younger Generation:
South High and Beyond

I live just down from South High and arrived
home to find a letter from a student working on The
Southerner, the South High newspaper. The letter
was a request for feedback from immediate school
neighbors on student parking. The school has
closed their lot to student parking this year, causing
street parking to increase. An effort was being made
by the newspaper students to communicate about
the parking issue, and despite the outreach, there
were only a few returned calls.

I met with Sage and Micah at our local coffee
shop to talk about the school paper, what there
is available for youth in Corcoran and to discuss
developing a relationship between the Corcoran
News and neighborhood youth. The Southerner is
distributed only at the school and features sports

CNO Board Proyle:

Although I live on the other
side of the tracks in neighboring
Longfellow, I have been active
in Corcoran since 1999. I am
the Director of the YWCA of
Minneapolis-Midtown. My work
in CNO began with then CNO
executive director, John Garry.
CNO was the first neighborhood
that financially lent support to the
YWCA by providing NRP funds
to kick off our capital campaign.
The YWCA is forever grateful for
that initial support. Our facility
opened in August of 2000.

our members.

Chair position. [

joining a strong

From the beginning, [ have
been on CNO’s Land Use and
Transportation Committee and
I have been “getting educated”
since day one. The committee
has some fantastic volunteers
who have taught me more than I
ever really wanted to know about
community redevelopment and
the politics that go with it.

in CNO being a

That committee spun off the
Midtown Public Market concept
(it was really Garry’s brilliance).

I have held a spot on the market
board to lend support from the
YWCA as much as I can. The
market is a fantastic neighbor

to the YWCA providing another
healthy alternative convenient for

More recently, Amy Arcand
has asked me to fill the CNO
Executive Board Vice

accepted only after
knowing that I am

leadership group with
the drive to be heard
and to generate positive
change. I feel lucky to
have had the experience

community liaison for
our YWCA members,
the local businesses, and
Corcoran residents.

I also hold the Vice
Chair position on the
Hiawatha Lake Business
Association. All of this

By Sue Redmond, Corcoran Resident

and other student activities. Both Sage and Micah
are seniors and college bound, so this is their last
year on the paper. Both students report their parents
are active in the community. They are aware of
the crime concerns in the neighborhood. They

say there is not much for youth to do in general in
the neighborhood. Most spend time at the Mall of
America or just hang out at friend’s houses. There
are few places to hang out besides coffee shops that
are youth friendly and popular. The parks tend to
be used by youth younger than these high school
students.

We hope to incorporate more youth contributors
from South High or the neighborhood to the
Corcoran News. If local youth or students are
interested in making submissions, contact CNO.

Sue Duoos

work in the community assists me
in keeping “global” in my day-to-
day work at the YWCA.

When I do get some free time,
you may find me in the pool with
the other bedheads at the crack
of dawn, or trying to squeeze in
some other training time. See
you at the gym!
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Community Calendar

See whatfs going on in our community this monthé ~ Arts, entertainment, education, meetings, & more!

Ongoing: corcoran
Neighborhood Organization
Committee Meetings. CNO

ofpce at 3451 Cedar Ave S. All are
welcome: Latinos en Accion, Midtown
Market Advisory Board, Events and
Fundraising, Housing, Land Use &
Transportation, Caring Corcoran
Neighbors, Restorative Justice, and
Executive Board. For meeting times call
CNO at 724-7457. Also see Www.cOrco
ranneighborhood.org.

Wednesdays: Lake street
Construction Meetings, 2pm,
Mercado Central 1515 E. Lake. Meet
with project managers about the
construction between 14thand 21st
Avenues. Call 612-822-0232 for more
info.

Thru Apr 23: venus, The
Frank Theatre at Trafpc Zone Center
for Visual Art, 250 3 Ave N. A play

by Suzan-Lori Parks. Based on the true
story of a South African woman. She
became the subject of a trial that tested
Londonis recent abolition of slavery,
with the question of whether she was
willingly exhibiting herself or forced to
do so by her oowner,6 who was holding
her as slave. Sunday performances

are followed by a post-show panel
discussion with members of the
community. Tickets are $14-20. Call
612-724 3760 or www.franktheatre.org._

Apr 1: 20th Annual Auction,
12pm, Epworth United Methodist
Church, 3207 37" Ave S. Many
keepsakes and collectibles will be
auctioned off. Refreshments available.
Call 612-722-0232 or 612-724-8613.

Apr 2: Holy Rosary/Santo
Rosario Parish Spring Festival and

Dinner, 11-3pm. 24" Street and 18™
Ave. Featuring our famous Chicken
Dinner and Mexican Food. Rafyes,
The Emporium, Jewelry, games and
more! Dinner: kids $4, adults $8,
seniors $7. Call 612-724-3651.

Apl’ 3-27: 0Champions for
Childrené Exhibit, 7:30am-6pm.
Hennepin County Government Center,
300 6™ Street. Photos and stories of
11 heroes who intervened or prevented
child abuse and neglect, as part of
Child Abuse Prevention Month.

They are recognized as 6Champions
for Childrend by CornerHouse, a
Minneapolis-based organization that
evaluates child sexual abuse. Contact
CornerHouse at 612-813-8300 or
www.cornerhousemn.org.

Apl’ 7-9: sweatFree
Communities International
Conference 11, Hosted by the
Resource Center of the Americas.
Fostering solidarity between US
communities and workers worldwide.
Gain organizing skills, network, and
be part of an international movement.
Register at www.sweatfree.org or 413-
586-0974 or at 612-276-0788 x19.

Apl’ 8—I\/Iay 4. MayDay
Workshops at Heart of the Beast
Theatre, Saturdays 9-11am, 1-3pm/
Tuesdays 7-9pm/Thursdays 7-9pm.
1500 Lake Street. Help build the
puppets for the parade! Workshops
are free and open to the public. The
building is transformed into a giant
studio where everyone creates the
MayDay Parade. www.hobt.org or 612-
721-2535.

Apr 8: Hear My Voice! R U
Listening?, 1-3pm, Augsburg College
2211 Riverside Ave. Youth engagement

Corcoran!

and voter registration rally with
co-hosts Troy Hudson and the

MN Timberwolves. With Hip Hop,
spoken word, dance and more.
Guests include Senator Barack
Obama (D-IL), Keith Beauchamp,
Kevin Garnett of the Timberwolves,
and more! Call 888-509-9614 x80 or

emmett_till_legacy@yahoo.com.

Apr 11: Gangs in the Twin
Cities: A Seminar for the

Community, 12-1:15pm. St. Louis Park
City Hall, 5005 Minnetonka Blvd. Local
gang activity will be examined. Topics:
local and national trends and inyuences,
law enforcement response, why/how
kids join, what community can do.
Presenter: Doug Wagner. Free and no
need to pre-register.

Apr 11: Rain Garden Workshop,
6:30-8:30pm. Nokomis Park

Community Center, 2401 E Minnehaha
Pkwy. How to create a rain garden. Free
workshops and a $75 reimbursement
grant for native plants/installation
costs. From Minneapolis Blooms
Program of CUE. RSVP at 612-673-
3014 or www.minneapolisblooms.org

Apr 12, 19, 26:
iHomestretchi Homebuyer
Workshop. Sponsored by Powederhorn
Residents Group. See article in the
previous issue. Call 721-7556, ext. 21 to
register or for more information.

Apr 12-15: ala Dean and

the Marvelous Lamp, Center for
Independent Artists, 4137 Bloomington
Ave. Brought to you by the Magic
Lantern Puppet Theater. Written,
designed and produced by Anne
Sawyer-Aitch. A version of 06Aladding
where the Ala Dean learns that even

a mountain of riches does not bring
happiness when others are suffering
around her. All will enjoy the engaging
characters and the message of

peace. Tickets are $12. Reserve your
ticket today. Call (612) 724-8392 or
www.cdia.org. For more info: www.anne
sawyerpuppets.com.

Apr 22: 120 Annual Earth Day
Clean Up! 9:30am-12pm. See below
for details. Call 612-313-7722. No need
to sign up, but call if you have a group
of 15+, or want a ochallengingd site.

ApTr 23: south High Foundation
Breakfast, 8am-1pm. South High

School Cafeteria. Fun, prizes, games,
for young and old. Meet your friends
there! Grand Prize: Complete set of
John Daly Golf Clubs with bag. Come
for all you can eat pancakes, scrambled
eggs, sausage, toast, coffee and juice.
Tickets at door: $5 or $2.50 for kids.

ApPr 29: Marsha Patti Brekke
Benept, 11am-3pm. Ebenezer
Lutheran Church, Cedar Ave and 41
St. See article pn page 2 for details.
beneptdmarsha@yahoo.com

May 2: MN Charter Schools
Career Fair, 3:30-7pm. 11 E. Kellogg
Blvd, St. Paul, Room Gov. 1. Meet
charter school teachers who are hiring
today. Bring resume and interview
attire. www.mncharterschools.org.

Help Tidy Up Our Public Spaces:
Earth Day is April 22

The first spring thaw can be
an unattractive time, as frozen
litter is uncovered in our yards,
sidewalks, gutters, and park areas.
Set aside an hour to ‘adopt’ your
block, and make its sidewalks,
boulevards, and streets look clean
again. When the April showers
come, that excess litter will where
it belongs instead of rushing into
our storm water systems, lakes,
and rivers.

April 22 is Earth Day, and

year, 7,320 pounds of trash was
collected from areas surrounding
these waters during the Annual
Earth Day Watershed Clean

Up hosted by the Minneapolis
Park and Recreation Board and
neighborhood organizations.

The events will be held, rain
or shine, at Powderhorn Lake
(meet at Powderhorn Community
Center, 3400 15" Ave
S), Lake Nokomis and
Hiawatha (meet at Nokomis

contact the Earth Day 24-hour
hotline at 612-313-7722, or visit
www.minneapolisparks.org.

The Minneapolis Park and
Recreation Board and the City of
Minneapolis encourage residents
to help keep city streets, yards
and parks clean on Earth Day and
every day. Clean communities
mean cleaner lakes and rivers.

Above is an example of the beautiful work
you’ll see at Ala Dean and the Marvelous Lamp,
created by Anne Sawyer-Aitch. Anne participated
in the team of Stories on a String, the puppet
troupe that performed at the Midtown Public
Market in 2004. After that summer of Saturday
performances, she has spent her time developing
Ala Dean which you’ll see this month!

Congratulations, Anne... from your friends in

brings the opportunity to join
larger groups cleaning up our
city waterways. Almost 1,000
people of all ages are expected to
gather around the popular lakes,
creeks and rivers of Minneapolis
to gather garbage and celebrate
Earth Day from 9:30 a.m.-12
p.m., Saturday, April 22. Last

Community Center, 2401

E. Minnehaha Pkwy), and
many other watershed

sites. Gloves and trash

bags are provided, and
day-of registration makes
participating easy. For more
information, including a

full list of events and sites,
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Growing Plants
In Corcoran

Gardening For Hummingbirds

By Johnny Jones, Jr, Corcoran Resident

I must admit, I am amazed at the skills and ability
of this amazing creature of God. I was in my garden
last summer and there was a ruby-throat hummingbird
taking nectar from my honeysuckle vine. This amazing
creature can fly backwards, forward, hover, or take a
dive. It can do all of this because its wings can turn
180% in all directions. Wow, that is amazing! There’s
a few more amazing facts about this creature. The
hummingbird wing speed is 80 beats per second at
normal speed. For the male in a mating dive, that
speed increases to 200 beats per second. And when
the hummingbird is resting it takes 250 breaths per
minute... Amazing! If I had that kind of metabolism I
would never need to diet.

Now, if all this doesn’t amaze you, keep reading:
They fly 500 miles nonstop across the Gulf of Mexico
to their winter homes. They lay eggs the size of a pinto
bean. They weigh in at 3 grams. Now, if that doesn’t
get you up to create a garden for this amazing creature,
nothing will. I still wish I could loose weight like
them!

Corcoran
Senior Proneers

Meeting Minutes 3/9/06

The lovely green shamrocks and
green tablecloths were set up for
us by Helen Filipek and Pat Olson.
Two jade plants on the tables
were donated by Joel Kelsh of the
Providence Place. Thank you, Joel.

t was a sunny afternoon with a
temperature of 50 degrees when
eight Corcoran Pioneers met.

Our video was the fMarch of the
Penguins.o Arlene Mirelez was the
door-prize winner.

Meet with us next month on
Thursday, April 13, 2006 for our next
meeting. The menu will be meatballs
and mashed potatoes, salad and
dessert. Please bring pennies for a
game, fiHelp Your Neighbor.o

Respectfully submitted,

Now let us talk about feeding them and attracting
them to your yard and garden. What do they like to
eat? They combine nectar and insects for their meals-

N

Mary Alice Suppy

insects for protein, and nectar for energy. They need to stop often to feed, perhaps stopping in your yard if
you have the right plants. Hummingbirds need plants that have tubular flowers that enable them to engage
their long needle-like beaks and tongues to lap up the sweet nectar from inside the long tubular flower.

To create that garden, make it curved and narrow with flowers that are different heights. Don’t over
crowd your beds. This will not allow the hummingbirds space to hover around the plant. Do you like to be

crowded when you are eating? Of course not.

Hummingbirds don’t locate nectar by scent. They locate it by color, the brighter the better. And here’s
some news: they love red. They will come to other bright colors as well, but make sure you plant colors in
clusters. Many people have seen hummingbirds come to red clothes hanging on clotheslines.

Here is a list of annuals and perennials that will attract hummingbirds. They are high in nectar and they
are tubular in shape. Many of these plants attract butterflies as well. What a deal-two for one!

Favorite hummingbird flowers include:

Bee Balm, Butterfly Weed, Cardinal Flower, Beard
Tongue Columbine, Coral Bells, Foxglove, Delphinium,
Geranium, Hollyhock, Lupine, Phlox, Salvia, Spider Flower,
Honeysuckle (Red), Zinnia

Happy gardening, and hope you see many hummers. Hang
in there; they will come to your yard. Remember the rules:
bright colors, tubular flowers, clusters and no crowding.

Johnny Jones, Jr. has a home-base business selling

bedding plants plantmaster345@aol.com or 612-724-4817

Growing Plants in Corcoran: Rain Gardens

This article was originally published in the May
2005 issue and has been edited for space.

“What is a “Rain Garden?” you ask. A rain
garden is an attractive garden with a special
purpose; to reduce the amount of storm water
entering our beautiful lakes, rivers and streams.

A rain garden is constructed as a place to
direct the rain from your roof or driveway, and is
landscaped with native perennials for our region.
Rain gardens have a shallow, bowl-shaped ponding
area, loose absorbing soils and are created to have
the same function as a natural meadow. To put it
simply, it’s a shallow, wet area in your yard that is
planted with native plants and wildflowers that like
“wet feet”.

“Why a rain garden?” you ask. A rain garden is
a natural way for you to help solve our storm water
pollution problems, help recharge groundwater, and
protect our water resources. A rain garden keeps rain

Next month s topic: Gardening for Butterflies

on your yard, where it naturally belongs. By making
a rain garden you help improve water quality in
streams, rivers and lakes. It also adds beauty to our
landscapes when we use beautiful native perennial
plants and it adds habitat for native birds and
butterflies.

I believe that most of us would say that big
industry is the cause of water pollution, but that is
not the case. The EPA has researched us, and has
determined that 50% of the pollution in lakes, rivers
and streams comes from homeowners. It comes
from yard care, yard waste and chemicals used on
lawns and for household activities.

But you say, “How can we account for 50% of
this mess?” When it rains, we get runoff from roofs,
parking lots, streets and lawns — instead of soaking
into the soil like it used to before we got here
(development). This water along with everything it
picks up along the way, ends up in our sewers and
ditches that pour into streams, rivers and lakes. The

Green Cleaning
for your Home

By Sue Redmond, Corcoran Resident

Have you ever had a reaction to a cleaning
product? I did years ago using a furniture spray. |
got a headache and spots in my vision. | thought
about it at the time, got rid of the product but
ended up replacing it with yet another chemical
cleaner. Many of us grew up in the generation
where the smell of chemicals like pine or artificial
scents meant clean. Clean surface but not clean
environment. The other weekend, I finally got to
that space where I stash cleaning supplies - some
that have been there for years. I have seen the
green cleaning products (meaning environmentally
friendly) around and made my decision to commit
my home to non-toxic products. Traditional
cleaning products place pets and kids at risk. My
old products are bagged up for the next recycle
drop-off this spring.

Local green products are on the store shelves
right next to the traditional products. Yes — they
do cost a little more so be prepared. You can also
make your own if you get motivated. A little baking
soda scrub goes a long way.

method® products are the green Target brand. 1
replaced my spray cleaners with a lavender spray
and grapefruit spray, depending on my mood. I
replaced my wood cleaner with an almond oil based
product — smells great and I do not worry about
getting it on my hands or my pets being around it.

Restore® products are plant-based from a
Minnesota company based in Shoreview. You buy
the first set of bottles and then refill them at stations
in local co-ops. They are sold at Lunds, Byerly’s
and Kowalski stores. No need to buy all those
plastic bottles.

Mrs. Meyer’s® products are from a local
company with big national sales. They are sold
in Lunds, Byerly’s, Whole Foods, World Market
and with Simon Delivers. Their line ranges from
cleaning to pets supplies, are biodegradable made
from essential oils. You pick by scent and purpose.

To learn more check out the Twin Cities
Green Guide, you can browse by category.
The guide is available in libraries, public
schools, and local stores. Their web address is
www.thegreenguide.org.

1 am an active community member, Board Chair of the Midtown
Restorative Justice program and a Loft member. Please email
me at suered8@yahoo.com with comments or story ideas.

By Johnny Jones, Jr., Corcoran Resident
salt from roads, pet waste, lawn fertilizer, gas spills,
oil and many other things will all get washed into
our waters.

When you create a rain garden on your small
part of the earth, you become part of the solution by
helping keep the rain where it naturally belongs.

Now dig that shallow hole and start to contribute
to the solution by planting some of the plants from
this list: Milkweed, Liatris, New England Aster,
Goldenrod, Black Eyed Susan, Indian Grass, Red
Maple, Astilbe, Coneflower, Ferns, Joe Pye Weed,
Switchgrass and many native Minnesotan plants.

This partial list can help us save our lakes,
rivers and streams “One Rain Garden at a Time”.
Remember two things, depressions and “wet feet”.
We’ll put a stop to that runoff!

Johnny Jones, Jr. is a Corcoran resident who has a home
based business selling plants. He can be contacted at
plantmaster345@aol.com or 612-724-4817



PAGE 8

April 2006

CORCORAN NEWS

Corcoran Classifieds
Have an item to sell? A service to offer?
Adpvertise in the Corcoran News classifieds.

Call 612-724-7457

McCabe Self Service MiniStorage:
2405 1/2 26th St. E., 10 X 24 $139 month,
10 X 18 $119 month, 612-721-7194.

F-M Lawn & Snow — Garden & Snow Work/Trim Trees

& Shrubs: We do it right! Frank 724-4347.

60 Folding chairs for sale. Best price. Call 724-4347.

Metropolis Construction

General Contractor - Bonded and Insured
MN License Number 20072698
2223 E 35th St, Ste 1 612-728-3817

Metropolis, a local construction and remodeling company
serving S. Minneapolis since 1991, is a ful service general
contractor specializing in older homes. Call us for an estimate
on your remodeling projects such as kitchens and baths, doors
and windows, wood siding, garages and additions, fences
and decks, general carpentry and drywall, porches, skylights,
attic and basement finishing, structural work.

Ornamental Steps & Rails
Plain & Fancy
New & Repair

Wooden Basement Stairway Railings
Basement Glass Block Windows
Metal Window Guards
Cement Steps
Small jobs welcome!

Licensed, Bonded & Insured

Al Hansen 612-729-1190

Lebanon Lutheran Church

One service at 9:30 a.m.

First & Third Sunday: Liturgical/Traditional Service
Second & Fourth Sunday: Country/Gospel Service
Fellowship time follows worship services.
2014 E. 36th St. - (612) 729-7356
We welcome our Corcoran friends and neighbors.

HENRY W. ANDERSON

MORTUARY
3640 — 23rd Avenue South - 612-729-2331
FUNERAL AND CREMATION SERVICES
PRE-ARRANGEMENTS

Our 75th year in the Corcoran area.
Family owned and operated for 3 generations — Est. 1931

Careers Worth Having,
Business Worth Owning,
Lives Worth Living

REALTORS:
Are you looking to jump-start

your career?
Free advanced training
customized to your needs
Paul Mockovak, Exit Team Realty

651-442-9222
Confidential

Jill Stefansen
612-821-7430, jill@kw.com
3100 West Lake St., Suite 300
Minneapolis MN 55416
www.RealtorJill.com

BROTHERS ELECTRIC
COMPANY

3447 Cedar Ave South
Minneapolis, MN 55407

FREE ESTIMATES
Donit be SHOCKED be our low prices
PHONE: 612-721-1606 FAX: 612-721-7995

Massage Therapy By Brenda
Specializing in Swedish Massage
& Deep Tissue Work.

* * *

2312 35th Street South
Office Hours: Mon-Fri 4:00-8:00pm
Call for an appointment today!
612-730-4071

Get the goods and services you need and support the Corcoran News at the same time!

Please support our advertisers.




